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ABSTRACT 


Thesiirst®part) of ethis research involved sappli— 
cation of Gallup Poll interview procedures and format in 
sampling the opinions toward education issues of a small 
urban community population (N = 4303) in North East, 
Alberta, Canada, and its teacher population (N = 126); 
Comparison was made of the opinions of the two groups to 
the same issues. 

Besides revealing that strong opinions toward 
several educational issues were held by both groups and 
that the two groups in the community held relatively 
similar opinions on most issues, this study proved that 
an extensive opinion poll can be conducted cheaply, effi- 
ciently and thoroughly in a three day period by utiliza- 
tion of high school students, thus providing valuable, 
reliable and instant information to decision makers on 
current public attitudes toward education. Sampling and 
polling techniques, an interviewers manual, and statis- 
tical procedures are outlined in detail. 

In the second part of the research, a Home 
Index Questionnaire was adapted and developed, and admin- 
istered to the same public sample. A high and low socio- 
economic background group was thus defined and comparison 
of responses between groups to each question of the poll 
in the first part of the study was made. No significant 


differences of opinion between the two groups were found, 
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CHAPTER ONE 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The value of public opinion measurement or poll- 
taking in decision-making has been recognized for centuries. 
Roman sculptors, for example, crudely sampled the masses as 
to their most popular tastes in their art because they 
mecognized that creations which kKindledigarntistic wappeal got 
a large number of people were associated with fame and giory 
for the creator. 

Early literature often described a king or his 
servant in disguise informally polling the king's subjects 
and=thusly gtheir «likelihood sof ysuppontwor ackrofisupport 
on crucial issues or pending decisions. 

In a democratic system where the masses can force 
the demise of governments or governing bodies, at all 
levels, through the expression of a mass of complex opinion 
througchethe voting) system, a priori, taccurate sand) Frequent 
measurement of what the public feels and thinks about mul- 
titudes of issues through the polling procedure has gained 
considerable import to those in ultimate decision-making 
positions. Consequently, North Americans in recent years 
are spending many millions of dollars utilizing fairly 
sophisticated techniques of opinion polling as "thermometers 
of public temperature" (How to Rewarm your Public Support of 


its Schools, p. 4) towards such things as election issues, 
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candidate popularities, marketing techniques, policy issues, 
change and the like. 

The demonstrated need for opinion measurement in 
the educational arena in NortheAmertca, especial lysate tie 
cCOmmunitcyelevelmets also apparent. IneCanadas the BbeNeA. 
Act, with very few exceptions, delegated educational respon- 
sibilities to Provincial Governments. Through School Acts, 
Statutes, and regulations, Provincial Governments, without 
exception, have further delegated responsibilities for ele- 
mentary and secondary education of the majority of Canadian 
citizenry to Local School Boards which are comprised of 
regularly elected representatives from within defined phys- 
Lealeyurisatcrions . 

All three levels of goverament financially support 
and share in funding of education. The federal government 
disburses large sums of monies earmarked for education to 
the Provinces. The Provinces are free to add further monies 
to the Educational Fund and distribute the Education Dollar 
on an equalization formula to local School Boards who, if 
they wish to operate an educational system that costs more 
than’ the allocated grants, must raise monies on Cheir own: 
Each level of government is therefore periodically subjected 
to public opinion on financial issu:s on election days. 

However, both Federal and Provincial governments 
get their revenues through relatively well-disguised systems 
of collection such as excise taxes, royalties, corporate 


taxes and even government corporation profits. The School 
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Board, if it operates educational programs that cost more 
than is provided for by grants, must appeal directly to 
their defined electorate for increased taxation on local 
property. Such requisites, being very visible and having 
immediate and direct effects on the majority of voters, 
make local governments very sensitive to public feelings on 
the volatile issue of finances as it relates to education. 

In Alberta, recent amendments to the Alberta 
SchooleAct (Parte /)eand policy resulations make. ce manda— 
tory for any School Board to go to a local plebiscite should 
the Department of Education not approve a Board's request to 
increase unsupported expenditures over the previous year. 
Thusly, Alberta School Boards, faced with rapidly increasing 
and inflationary educational costs, public demands for more 
intense and broader educational services, tightened grants 
and regulations by the Provincial Government, are more than 
evemuinethe, past, at the mercy of their electorate. 

lteboards are, therelLore,. tomeet, publicesuppor., 
Ssveciabivadurine lection and plebiscite. tine, wall ma or 
educational decisions must reflect the mood of their elec- 
torate. The need for Boards to keep a pulse on public opi- 
nion is succinctly expressed by Dr. George Gallup in PDK 
GE9773) us 

"The raison d'etre of these annual surveys 
ds to help, guide (the) decision of educators. 

Progress is only possible when the people are 

properly informed and when they are ready, 

through their tax dollars, to bear the costs of 


progress. For these reasons, these surveys are 
directed chiefly toward appraising the state of 
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public knowledge and ascertaining public atti- 

tudes towards the present practices, readiness 

to accept new programs, and ideas for meeting 

educational costseun (pom) 

Researchers in the area of public opinion 
(Hennessey, 1965; Lane and Sears, 1964; Stevens. 19/74) and 
dozens of other authors in areas of propaganda, advertising 
and other related areas, emphatically state that knowing 
What@asparticular public thinks about) a specific issue. 
thing or stimulus is a prerequisite to establishment of a 
program or campaign of systematically changing the direction 
Stmommshaping that public attitude ors opinion. 

In some areas and under certain circumstances it 
may be highly desirable for those at the decision level of 
the education process to have an accurate picture, at short 
notice, of what the public feels about a specific issue or 
spectrum of issues. Refined polling techniques enable such 
intortation retrieval swiltly, accurately and cheaply. 

Relatively large differences between what a public 
feels about an issue and the decisions made by educators 
Pelavuivesto thesitcesue often cause alot or friction <ana 
negative reaction which frequently results in withdrawal of 
desirable involvement in the educational process. Knowledge 
of public opinion can assist educators in making decisions 
which closely reflect the cumulative wishes of the relevant 


public and thus in maintaining or increasing public involve- 


ment and support at all levels of education. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


The basic” raison’ d‘etre of this study is to*pro- 
vide practical and relatively accurate information about how 
the public views and feels about a large variety of impor- 
tant educational issues in the small urban community of St. 
Pauls Alberta, Canada. Because St. Paul consists) of,) a) pop— 
ulation that has a rather diverse and strong religious and 
ethnic composition, a wide range of socio-economic and 
educational levels, a broad and unusually complex system of 
education delivery and administration, it has been fre- 
quently stated that educational needs and values are signi- 
filcoantly diffierent from other educattonal jurisdictions in 
Alberta. 

This wetnhis study foctses on, adapting fand, utilizing 
proven polling techniques to measure that community's atti- 
tudes towards some interesting and relevant educational 
issues. The information gleaned through this study should 
bewor use, and interest to all those interested in education 
in this community, including such groups as School Boards, 
Professional Educators, parents and a variety of community 
groups. 

Furthermore, it is envisaged that the tools, 
approaches and techniques adapted for the study may have 


application to others undertaking Similar poe c ter 
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DitemoOD ect smorst hismatud ved rest worold: 

1. To delineate educational-related issues on 
WitChmtCnesPublicy of 8St.ePaul ands Teachers sinwst a sbaul 
Schools hold. significantly positive or negative views, and 

2s losecetermine jwhetherschesrublic of yoth eau Ll 
with lower socio-economic backgrounds holds different opi- 
nions or percepts towards educational issues than does the 


public of St. Paul with higher socio-economic backgrounds. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 
AND STUDY "POPULATION 

St. Paul is a small urban centre located in North- 
eastern Alberta. Edmonton, the capital of the Province, 
with a population of approximately one-half million, lies 
135 miles south-west of this community. 

According to annual census figures, the population 
has remained stable in the last several years; the November 
1975 census records 4303 residents. Estimates of ethnic 
origin of residents tend towards general agreement at 40% 
Prench i254 olavic, .and the remaining 357) consisting mainly 
of Scandinavian, British, Native and American. 

An estimated 50% of the population is of Roman 
Cathoiitcem25on, Of, Protestant and ‘Lhe Lremainiung 925, of sother 
religious or non-religious background. 

The St. Paul economic base is of primarily an 
agrarian, aud social services mature with no wsignificant 
industrial activity. Decentralized Federal and Provincial 
Government services such as Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, R.C.M.P., Canada Manpower and Immigration, 
Health and Social Development, Attorney-General's Depart- 
ment, Fish and Wildlife and a variety of Branches and 
Services under these Departments contribute largely to the 


employment activity of the area. Bederaleand  Ptovincdal 
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studies have consistently classified North-eastern Alberta, 
where St. Paul is geographically located, as economically 
deprived. 

Settlement of this agriculture and lakeland 
country commenced at the turn of the twentieth century at 
the instigation of French missionaires. 

The area, within a thirty-five-mile radius, con- 
sists of mixed farm enterprises ranging from poor to above- 
average. Within this same radius are found three large 
Indian reservations. The socio-economic level of residents 
ranges from an above-provincial-average on welfare rolls to 
a small percentage of the population nearing or in the six- 
digit annual income range. 

Of special relevance to this study is the history 
Or GDhevexisetingteducationaltisystiem of St.Paul. = Until) the 
196 Omste tchemCatnolacirandgipiub lticersit. *haudesc hood District 
#2228 had sole responsibility for education within the urban 
communi ty.ee becauserotmaripraduals intWuxy ofenon—-rrench, non 
Catholic and considerable agitation on religious: and lan- 
guage grounds, and rights guaranteed by legislation under 
thesBaNwA.eAct wand the Alberta kducationsAct, the Glen Avon 
Protestant Separate School District was legally recognized 
and has for the last decade and a half operated its own 
separate school. 

In the mid-sixties, during the era of Federal and 
Provincial vocational educational incentive grants and much 


successful and local political activity to involve a 
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sufficient population to warrant a vocational school under 
terms of these grants, the St. Paul Regional High School 
Disteicteiil was tirstwoteditsm kind in Alberta, was legally 
born. This School Board consists of three-year appoint- 
ments of two members each from the County of St. Paul and 
veo haul eSchool District Boards. and one member from the 
Glen Avon Protestant Separate Board. 

St. Paul Ecole Regionale School opened in 1970 
andmreep laced al ether ilocheschoolepror rams ineboOtN urban 
schools and attracts students, who wish specialized pro- 
Sues weer OMeCOUn TY" O fmol wer aus GChOOn se 

Because this School Board, by law, has no 
authority to requisition monies through local tax levy or 
plebiscite, it must either operate within the constraints 
of Provincial; grants or politic with the three cooperating 
FuULrasdtct1ous Lor adaitionda) funds  sNouLdnone Onemone vor 
themcooperatineg junisdictions Treruse toweshare theirs local 
levy or should one or more of the Boards get defeated on a 
plebiscite to increase the education property tax, much 
speculation exists about the impact and consequences on 
education programs for the High School population of the 
community. 

Needlessmtousay, ier poli CalmsituatioumieLaced 


to educational decisions is an interesting and complex one. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


TEE Ses UD Y, 
THE STUDY APPROACH 


The basic approach of this “study is of a descrip— 
tivesnmature. Because of the time factor and financial con— 
SoLatm us monly slimlbedm Leste mot ne laab Widty andes ya leiddt y eras 
the various instruments and procedures were made for this 
study. Extreme caution and care were, however, exercised in 
choosing and adapting instruments and techniques that have 
been well established, repetitively proven in a variety of 
similar situations and that generally meet with yale 
approval of experts in this area of study. 

An Opinionaire (Appendix E) adapted from Gallup 
(1975) and Brosseau (1973), and a Home Index Questionnaire 
(Appendix F) adapted from Elley (1961) were administered 
through a personal interview method to a 54 random sampling 
Oimet ewad Usterp apuia tones Ni—86 20:02) 6 Wit iteet eso tes baa 1 
School jurisdictions area and to a 50% random sampling of 
alle active teachers) (N v=) ll2) eins schools iwithing these 


Tur hesaLcat Lon ci. 
THE STUDY SAMPLES 


Because it is desirable that the findings of this 


study be generalizeable to all of the potential voting public 
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in St. Paul School elections, the population universe is 
defined as all those 2667 men and women, nineteen years of 
agewandsolder appearing: ingthe 19750St.) Paul census ssa The 
Schooltsrlections Act) (R.S.A-)1970)2 ins summary ,estatessthat 
anyone who is a British or Canadian subject, is nineteen 
years of age or older, who has resided in the Province of 
Alberta for six months or more, and is at the time of 
election an established resident in the political juris- 
dtettonmat thegdate of votingeshall pbesentitled tosanvotes 

The teacher population universe is defined as all 
those 112 teachers instructing in all the four schools in 
St. Paul operated by the three School Board jurisdictions. 

To avoid any selection bias, all the names appear- 
ing on the Census list were alphabetically arranged and each 
name was assigned a chronological number starting with "1" 
Pormethewiinrst Tame inthe al phabeticalwuistwand sendinguwilen 
T2007 manor site sbaste name onuethe list. .s Ones hundredjmeand 
twenty-six random numbers were generated by the computer 
OUtyoL thestotal possible 266/ and a List of names, matching 
those numbers was made. This sample formed the initial 
polling sample. 

Aneadditional List OL fant by erancom numbers. 1nde— 
pendent of the first 126, was similarly generated and a 
similar list of names matching these numbers was made. This 
list was only used if and when members of the first sample 
could not be reached after three successive attempts or when 


a member of the first list refused to participate in the 
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poll. In the end, only 18 of the latter sample were re- 
quired. 

The teacher population sample was also identically 
drawn from a finite teacher population of 112 and corres- 
ponding name lists were made. Similarly, a reserve sample 
list, independent of the first, was made. Because the 
finite population of teachers was small, a 50% sample 
(N = 57) was used. According to statisticians, for example 
Ferguson (1974), a sample of 25 would have been adequate 


formestatistical validity and reliability purposes. 


THE INSTRUMENTS 


SUweeaulelOliNor Hducation, 1976 


This 120-item questionnaire (Appendix E) was con- 
Structed=bDysutilizingsimost of the questions directly from 
the Gallup Poll of Attitudes Towards Education 1969-1973 
(Elam, 1975) and questions already modified from Gallup 
POoULSsHDyeBLosseau, C1973) and) Boulet (1972 jr. Because Gallup 
Claimeutiatyall questions Were put tLhinough anserites or gpre— 
tests conducted prior to actual use in fieldwork, even 
though no evidence can be found in the literature to con- 
firm statistical methods or tests used to-confirm validity 
of his questions, and because Gallup's polls and his 
analysis techniques heve been exceedingly accurate in pre- 
dicting public opinior over many years, it would appear 


quite safe to accept the validity of both his instrument 


and his techniques. 
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Questions 24 to 29 were personally designed to 
elicit opinions of strictly local and specific nature. 
Considerable care was utilized in following Gallup's style, 
format and structure and all were piloted for clarity and 
impartiality. 

Questions 30 to 36 request personal data from the 
respondent such as sex, school attendance, education, age, 
religious affiliation and school involvement. This infor- 
mation was utilized to check the representativeness of the 
samp legandsreésponses gpatterns ecould,; if swequiredsape 
analyzed based on these variables. 

The percentage responses of both the population 
and teacher samples to each question on the St. Paul Poll 


of Education 1976 are presented in Appendix G. 


Home Index Questionnaire 


Ineouder Sto gidentity slow sand ehich sociosteconommc 
backgrounds of the nespondents+sin thesSt. Paul sPopubation 
Sample so that comparisons could be made of response styles 
or opinions between these groups and other variables men- 
tioned sabovie . Gough s)G¢L944),Hometindéx Scale was slightly 
Modi epedmto, stuitythems ty aeP aul population in 1976 (see 
Appendixes ypeslhegscale (purports (to faccirately identity 
socio-economic level of respondents without including 
specifically such criteria as occupational groupings or 


annual incomes. 
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Gough claims that the test re-test reliaba Lviyeaot 
the instrument is .989 and that it correlates very highly 
with other social prestige and occupational status scales, 
ineluding Blishen™s (1958) scales. Elley (1961) in adapting 
this scale for his study which involved "estimating socio- 


economic status" 


(p. -L02))found= voodi const uctwand face 
validity as well as high correlations between other similar 
instruments. 

In order to increase instrument reliability and 
validity and minimize other errors of the Home Index Ques- 
tionnaire only the respondents who scored in the top or 4th 
quartile were defined as high socio-economic respondents 
and only those who received scores in the bottom or lst 
quartile were defined as respondents with a low socio- 
economic background. 

Thesinstrument, in its currents itorm (“Appendix fF), 
was administered to 23 random adults in St. Paul with the 
explanation that responses on the Questionnaire were re- 
quired@Lom Gesearch purposes). ilhreece weeks Later @ the instru— 
ment was readministered to the same 23 adults with the 
explanation that further input into the study was required. 
The Pearson Product Moment correlation between "Yes" and 
"No" responses between Time 1 and Time 2 on the Home Index 
Questionnaire was .966 and indicates that the degree of 


stability of responses on the questionnaire is similar to 


that of Gough (1944). 
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Thegstyeraul (Poll fof kdication, 19/76, and=thesHome 
Index Questionnaire were administered to ten people having 
first-hand knowledge of St. Paul. Minor modifications and 
adjustments in wording, phrasing, and coding of responses to 
parts of the instrument were made as a result of the pilot 
study. Clarity of instructions and questions, scoring 
methods, completion time, and respondent reactions were the 
prime focus of the pilot. 

Interview time; with instructions, ranged trom 26 
to 30 minutes. The format of the questionnaire makes 
scoring easy and systematic. Respondents did not feel that 
the questions were too long, cumbersome, or repetitious. 

There was some concern about the possible negative 
reaction to the Home Study Index Questionnaire because it 
attempts to get, very obviously, at material wealth of res- 
DONGen te. ltewas) felt that choice vot wpolleters@and  inestriuc— 
tious about, explaining confidentiality of the poll would 
minimize negative reactions; specific refusals by the public 
sample to answer the questionnaire were nil. Furthermore, 
to avoid masking of responses of the Poll of Education, the 
instrument was administered at the end of the interview. 

The format and scoring procedure were closely 


checked with the staff of the Education Computing Centre. 
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POLLING PROCEDURE 


Choosing the Pollsters 


Experdencesindicatess thats the community Ofest. 
Paul responds well to and readily supports most programs 
and activities in which high school students are involved. 
ASwamnesulre, L9ofemalewandel/ male@eradesxitand Xi stu= 
dentsmfLromiSoctology 20,,a%grade Xl option course, at the 
St.) Paul Regional High School were*recruited to carry out 
home interviews on behalf of the University of Alberta. 
Average age of these students was 17 years, 2 months, with 
angage rangewoflls topl9tyears. As®atreward they were 
released from three class sessions, given special training 
in interview techniques and procedures, and following the 
analysis of the results, the researcher gave one class 
lecture on the findings of the survey (see p. 18). 

Several students, at the beginning, expressed 
skepticism about their ability sto eearny Pow vanwinver vi ew 
with an older, unknown. person; however, after the training 
sessions based on well-defined procedures and directions 
alll ’students appeared to be enthusiastic and their skill 
and enthusiasm was confirmed by the high success rate of 


well-completed opinionaire returns. 


Assigning Pollsters 


Population Sample. Since the researcher had per- 


sonal knowledge of residence locations Of ay hi ghee | Otte. 
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of the population, twenty-six lists of four or five names 
from the original population sample, along with addresses 
and telephone numbers, plus two names from the reserve 
population sample list were made, apriori, on the basis of 
geographic proximity. The two reserve names on each list 
were used only after three consecutive attempts were made 
to reach the persons on the original list or in the case 

of a blatant refusal to cooperate with the interviewer. 
lnethe final analysis ‘only 18 replacements (from the reserve 
list were utilized; six of these were no longer resident in 
St. Paul; nine could not be reached at home; and three 
flatly refused to cooperate with the interviewer. 

Teacher Sample. The same procedure was utilized 
as for the population sample. Ten lists of five or six 
names from the original sample with two reserve names were 
made on the basis of geographic proximity. A 100% response 
rate was achieved and therefore, in this case, the reserve 
list was not necessary. Teacher questionnaires were 
Starred inethe bottom Left-hand corner so that the com= 
pleted questionnaires could be separated for purposes of 


differential analysis. 


Letter of Announcement to Sample Population 


Five days prior to polling commencement, a letter 
to each member of the sample titled "Dear Citizen of St. 


Paul" (Appendix A) was forwarded by mail. 
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Interviewers Package 


Pulor tor the firstetrainingssession ampackage 
for each interviewer was assembled including the following 
materials: 

—sulricient copies of the st., Paul Poll, of 
Education 1976 for each original sample number, plus an 
extra copy in case of spoilage during an interview; plus 
another copy to be used during the training session 

- a list of interviewees assigned to each can- 
didate along with addresses and telephone numbers. The 
two reserve names were clearly identified as "reserve" 

-~ sufficient numbers of an 84 x 11 unmarked 
envelope for completed questionnaires 

—=a “Letter of Introduction” indicating the 
interviewers name (Appendix A) 

- an "Interviewers Manual" giving instructions 


and procedures for interviewing (Appendix D). 


Training Sessions 


The training session was given in two parts during 
80-minute Sociology classes on April 12 and 18, 1976. 

In order to underline the importance of the study 
and to minimize researcher "masking", it was stressed that 
the study was being conducted for the Department of Educa- 
tional Psychology, University of Alberta. Both the Instruc- 


tor of the Sociology 20 course and the researcher stressed 
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the importance of very strict adherence to procedures: in- 
structions and objectivity. All the materials in the inter- 
viewers package were read, queried, and discussed in detail. 
At the end of the first session interviewers were asked to 
retain and to again review the Interviewers Manual on their 
own. 

During the second session interviewers were di- 
vided into groups of two and each administered the St. Paul 
Poll of Education 1976 and the Home Index Questionnaire to 
the other. The Instructor and researcher clarified and 
responded to questions as they arose. Interviewers were 
given permission not to attend the next three days classes, 
in lieu of the time they would be spending in the evenings 
POrepolLline. 

Interviewers were asked to contact the researcher 
at a telephone number immediately if they encountered dif- 
Picultyvaducing the polling. | Only thalitieagdozen=phone scat 
related to address errors and scoring of responsie proce— 


dures were received throughout the polling. 


Polling 


Actual polling commenced at 4:00 p.m., April 14, 
1976. - By Friday morning, April 16, 171 of the 183 ques- 
tionnaires were turned in to the researcher. The remaining 
12 were turned in by late Friday night. With the exception 
of a few omitted or “refused to answer" questions on a half 


dozen questionnaires, all were very thoroughly completed. 
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Coding and Scoring 


Each of the completed opinionaires and Home Index 
Questionnaires were randomly assigned a number; 1 to 126 for 
the population sample and 501 to 557 for the teacher sample. 
The responses to each question for each opinionaire were 
key-punched on IBM 360 cards utilizing the precoded numbers 


for each response on the questionnaire. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


STATISTICAL PROCEDURES AND TREATMENT OF DATA 


Study I - Public and Teacher Poll 


Utilizing the findings of response patterns, in 
percentage form, to each question, the basic object of the 
study was to make careful generalizations about: What opi- 
niaons the finite St. Paul population held towards specific 
educational issues in the spring of 1976; what opinions the 
Piiiecsucacier populationsoL ot wePaulene ldmctowardsapecttire 
educational issues in the spring of 1976; and whether there 
existed a significant difference of opinion towards specific 
educational issues between the finite general and teacher 
populations of St. Paul towards the same issues. 

The results of the responses of both samples to 
each question were key-punched, scored and tabulated in per- 
centage form by computer. The following table from the 
Gallup Polls of Attitudes Towards Education 1969-/3, Phi 
Delta Kappa, edited by Elam (1973) was utilized for the 
population sample in this study to determine whether @ sig— 
nificant difference occurred between responses with 952 
confidence limits or whether the difference, if any, could 
be considered as due to sampling error alone. 

In short, the greater the percentage of difference 


between responses, over and above the confidence limits, the 
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Table 1 


Recommended Allowance for Sampling Error of a Percentage 
(In Percentage Points at 95 in 100 Confidence Level) 


eee, eee ee ee ee 
aaeaoaoQOnOQQaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoooOoooeeeeeeeee 


Size of Sample 1D 0.051, 00057 5066005..40050 200s 00 
ae Ne Ee ee Oe as Ak ee me ee ee ee 
Percentages near 10 2 2 3 3 4 5 7 
Percentages near 20 2 3 4 4 5 7 9 
Percentages near 30 3 4 4 4 6 8 10 
Percentages near 40 3 4 4 5 6 8 aia 
Percentages near 50 3 4 4 2) 6 8 Ihab 
Percentages near 60 3 4 4 5 6 8 oe) 
Percentages near 70 3 4 4 4 6 8 10 
Percentages near 80 2 3 4 4 5 7 9 
Percentages near 90 2 2 3 3 4 3 i 


greater the likelihood that a real or strong opinion in sup- 
port of or against a particular issue was real and not due 
to measuring or sampling error. 

Since the teacher sample size is smaller than 100, 
the aforementioned Recommended Allowances for Sampling Error 
of a Percentage tables could not be utilized. A search of 
Statisticsstexts andUliteraturetdid@tncotm@result, in@tinding 
similar tables for smaller samples. Consultation with sta- 
tisticians’ atthe University “of Alberta revealed no econo-— 
mical or plausible method to construct such a table. 

Upon recommendation and on the side of caution, it 
was decided to arbitrarily add to Eiam's (1975, p. 187) 
tablela 2% allowance tor sampling” error ofsa percentage to 
each decile the sample size fell below 100. Since the tea- 


cher sample size was 57, the sixth column of Table 2 was 
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Table 2 
Arbitrary Allowance for Sampling Error of a 
Percentage for Samples of Less Than 100 


(In Percentage Points at 95 in 100 
Confidence Level) 


Size of Sample 0 OF 9 ORG One 10 no Ome 50 eg Ome) On ae? OmmetO) 


Percentages near 10 7 LEP aRAER MCh” Wiese bys Caley ek sy hm 25) 
Percentages near 20 DL Eee 5 eae S/ 2 BO ie ee? et 
Percentages near 30 TO Pee 2 ee Ge Ones ee) ee? ee 
Percentages near 40 1) Dp t/a ee le ee oe ee mee) 
Percentages near 50 ONO Ohtani pore BY fa eB ey aye ASR ae PA ORS 
Percentages near 60 Pe el Le eee ee ee) ee 
Percentages near 70 LOPS 3 ia Ae Ones) Oi?) O ue? ere ee? Ge. 
Percentages near 80 Oe LI Se eS eels ee ee Se ee Ome ey 
Percentages near 90 if Oe eles ee Lee il ee eee, (ee ee 


utilized to determine whether a percentage difference in 
responses was real or due to sampling error alone. 

Using the sample size of 100 from Table 1, or the 
general population sample size for this study, them.) the 
largest possible percentage due to error at the .05 level of 
significance was 11 percentage points below or above the 
percentage obtained at the 50 percentage level. for 
example, if 80% of the sample chose a given alternative, 
then 95 times out of 100, the percentage obtained if the 
total population were polled, would be between 69 and 91. 
Thus, in determining whether or not a majority response was 
significant, when that response was near the 80% majority, 

a twenty-two percentage difference had to be present: between 
the highest choice in percentages and the next highest 


choice in percentage. Similarly, for the teacher sample, 
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Table 2 (N = 50) a majority response of 80% would require a 
38 point percentage difference between the highest choice in 
percentage and the next highest choice in percentage before 
jitsicould) be considered a. significant difference of opinion 
at the 95Z confidence level. 

Furthermore, to add stringency to the criteria 
used, if to a particular question, 60% of the respondents 
answered "Yes", 20% "No" and 10% "No response" or "No 
opinion" was added to the second highest category, that is, 
the 20% "No" response, before the test of significance was 
applied. 

In addition to analyzing the responses of the 
population and teacher samples to the St. Paul Poll of 
Education 1976, a comparison of responses of the population 
sample and teacher sample was made. Utilizing maximum re- 
commended allowances for sampling error of Tables 1 and 2 
for N = 100 and N = 50 respectively, a 32 percentage point 
difference in responses to any question was considered a 


siiohificant adit penencematethe (95/4 ‘cont idence lev ely, 


DEUdy ele some Index Questionnaire 


The Home Index Questionnaire (Appencix F) was 
administered to the population sample (N = 126). It pur- 
ports to measure and classify socio-economic backgrounds of 
respondents by requesting "Yes" and "No" responses to 20 
specific questions about life's amenities and activities 


which can be generally suggestive of affluence and social 
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class. Thus, for this study, the greater the number of 

"Yes" responses to the 20 questions on the instrument by 
the respondent, the greater the indication of affluence; 
and conversely, the fewer the number of "Yes" responses, 
the greater the indication of non-affluence. 

The object of this study was to determine whether 
the respondents who scored the most or top 20% of "Yeses" 
on the Home Index Questionnaire responded differently to 
eachmitem on thesSt. Paul Poll of Education 1976 from )those 
who scored in the bottom 20% of “Yeses". “The middle 607 
who scored "Yeses" were left out to improve the validity of 
socio-economic classification of the samples. 

The computer identified 24 respondents who scored 
the most "Yeses" and 25 respondents who scored the fewest 
“Yeses" on the questionnaire; thus, the definition of high 
and low socio-economic respondents respectively was defined. 

The percentage responses of these two groups were 
compared on each item of ‘the St. Paul Polly of Education 
1D 0% The ninth column of Table 2 (N = 20) was utilized to 
determine whether these two groups responded significantly 
diiecerently stomercn question solesthe Stheraude POLS of 
Education 1976. A 54 percentage difference between "Yes" 
or "No" responses to the same question was required before 
a "real" difference of response between the two groups 


could be assumed at the 95% confidence level. 
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CHAPTER@S LX 


DATA ANALYSIS 


Questions 30 to 37 of the St. Paul Poll of Educa-— 
tion 1976 were aimed at checking out the representativeness 
of the sample on such characteristics as school attendance 
Ofeori—-spring, sex, education, age, reliecion, and ethnic 
background. 

Comparison of the percentage distributions of the 
sample population on these characteristics as indicated in 
Table 3 appear very close to actual occurrence of these 
characteristics in the finite populations. The researcher 
is, therefore, satisfied that the samples were roughly 
representative of the adult and teacher populations of St. 


Paul. 


Stid yee Public land Teacher Poll 


Using lables J and) 2 >for stests of signif rcance 
at the 95% confidence levels for the Population Sample 
(N = 100) and Teacher Sample (N = 50), 78 and 66 out of 
Diqwddestions. srespectivel ye Met Une. Cri teat oni otisi¢at— 
ficance. The significant differences in each of the tables 
contained in this study are marked with an asterisk. 

To compare whether there was a significant dif- 
Penence of responses between the Population and Teacher 


Samples, the same tables were used to establish upper and 
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Table 3 


Biographical Characteristics of Respondents 
imsthesPopulationssamplen( Ni =i 126) 
and in the Teacher Sample (N = 57) 


ce gegen a a ve ee 
a ee 


Percent of Percent of 


Population Teacher 
Characteristic Sample Sample 
What St. Paul Schools are the chil- 
dren in your family attending or 
have attended in the last 5 years? 
(a) Glen Avon BEY) 7 
(b) St. Paul Elementary 36 op 
(c) Racette cea 3 
(d) St. Paul Regional 6 10 
(e) Have no children, are too yoing 
to attend, have attended mor2 
than 5 years ago, or have 
attended schools outside of 3t. 
Paul 20 40 
Sex: Male 45 49 
Female 55 ou 
Education: Less than grade 10 oy | 0 
Grades l0t fieor a2 
completed 54 2 
Post-secondary program 
for 2 or fewer years 10 9 
Post-secondary program 
of more than 2 years ¥) 89 
Age: 19 - 29 years ile) 26 
30 - 49 years a3 58 
50+ years 20 16 
Religion: Catholic 62 67 
Protestant 20 2 
Other Les 0 
Ethnic 
Background: French 49 39 
Saleniaio (Gta m ByteMlbe SF Te aero Se 
VUge RUSS etc) 30 32 
Other (specify) eal a8 
Do you generally speak the language 
of your ethnic origin in your hoise- 
hold: Yes 60 47 
No 40 53 
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lower confidence limits. For example, the "percentage near 
50" row of Table 1 (N = 100) stipulates a 11 percentage 
point sampling error at the .05 level and Table 2 (N = 50D. 
a 21 percentage point sampling error at the same confi- 
dence level, or a combined sampling error margin of 32 
percentage points. Thus response differences of 32 per- 
centage points between the Population and Teacher sample, 
to any question were considered as significant at the .05 
Vevel=as Using =the criterion 7 out of U4. questionsamet 

this test (sees Ques Biions sh, a4 avemeat © eOnteeo | «a2 wot Ste 


Paul Poll of Education 1976) 
Communications 


The results of the St. Paul Poll of Education 
io 6indicate that. the adult public of st. Paul felt itt 
informed about what goes on in the school and that teachers 
ioeotee Paul Schools, on the contrary, felt, well—intormed 
(see Table 4). However, both the public and the teachers 
teltequite strongly that there is’ a need @for more communi- 
cation between the schools, the parents and community (see 
Table 5). 

Both teachers and the public felt that (a) more 
open house days, (b) more opportunity to meet teachers 
individually about children, (c) a school newsletter, and 
(d) more articles in the newspaper were desirable methods 
in improving communications between school, parents and 


the community (see Table 6). The public felt that more 
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Table 4 


Well Informed About What 
Goes on In School 


Opinion JerOp. camp le % Teacher Sample 
Yes 36 74% 
No 64% 26 
Table 5 


Need for More Communication 
Between Schools and Parents 


Opinion & Pop. Sample % Teacher Sample 
Yes 86% 91* 
No 14 2) 
Table 6 


Ways to Improving Communications 


% Pop. Sample % Teacher Sample 


Item Yes No Yes No 

More open-house days 838% ed 68* 31 
More frequent report 

cards 64* 36 49 ay Al 


More opportunity to 
meet teachers in- 
dividually about 


sManbhie” Coy ak lel ek = a5 90* 10 98% 2 
A school newsletter 69% 31 67% 33 
More articles in 

newspaper 68% Sa 79% Nt 
More parent-teacher days 83% iby 93% 7 
Increased coverage by 

radio and newspaper 58 42 56 44 
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Frequent @report scardsawouldsabemamway eto improve such commu- 
nications; the teachers were, however, equally divided in 
their opinion as to whether this would be helpful. Both 
the public and teachers were each equally divided on 
whether coverage by radio and newspaper would improve 
communications. 

A strong majority of the public felt that it was 
ill-informed about what the School Board is doing (see 
Table 7); teachers on the other hand seemed to be equally 
split on this issue. Both groups, however, felt that 
information dispersal on Board activities should be car-ied 
Qutein newspaper articles, publication of minutes in the 


local paper and through newsletters (see Table 8). 


Talib iteme 7 


Informed A-tout School Board Activities 


Opinion AO tae PO pula fon A wots leachers 
Yes 16 55) 
No 84% 47 


General Opinion of Education 


On the whole, both the public's and teachers' 
general opinion of education in St. Paul is that it is 


satisfactory (see Table 9). 
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Table 8 


Ways of Improving Communication 
Between Public and School Board 


eee 


Percent of Percent of 
Population Teachers 
Item Yes No Yes No 
Newspaper articles about School 
Board decisions and policies 86% 14 90* 10 
Print the minutes of each Board 
meeting in local paper 71% yas} Vos 2a) 
A newsletter once in a while to 
explain policies and what 
Board is doing 84% 16 86% 14 


Table 9 


General Opinion of Education in St. Paul 


Opinion A Of Population %Z of Teachers 
Very Good 14 es) 
Satisfactory 62%* 74% 
Poor iL 7 

No Opinion ifak 0 


The Schools' Strong and Weak Points 


The St. Paul public believes that its schools had 
especially good transportation systems and schoos, facilities 
for their children (see Table 10). They expressed general 
satisfaction with teachers, curriculum, teaching methods, 


extra curricular activities, class sizes and equality of 
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Percent of Percent of 


Population Teachers 

Ways Yes No Yes No 

Teachers 71% 29 93% 7 
Curriculum 68% rz 68% Bo 
Facilities 82% 18 75% D5 
Up-to-date teaching methods 69% oy 72% 28 
Extra-curricular activities 69% Sal 49 Delt 
Small class sizes 62* 38 v1) 75% 
Good administration 58 42 68 a2 
Good student-teacher relationships a7 48 70% 30 
Parents are interested/participate 40 60 7, 83% 
Discipline 3) 47 40 60 
Transportation system 82% 18 84* 16 
Equal opportunity for all 76% 24 68 32 
Nothing good 27 73% 16 84% 


opportunity provided for children by the schools. There 
Waseannint) Ghat (the public fever ehat parents do not Fexpress 
much interest or participation in school “activities. 

Many more teachers than the public, 93% and 7/14 
respectively, felt “that teachers in St. (Paul Schools were 
especially good." "They concurred with the public that’ the 
transportation systems and facilities were very satis- 
factory and that teaching methods were good. 

Contraryecomthe publicussopinion), jteacherss felt 
strongly that class sizes were too large. The public's 
opinion towards quality of student-teacher relationships 
Waseepilit teachers, on the ObheEr hand. Lelty thats their 


relationship with their students was good. Likewise, 
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teachers felt very strongly that parental involvement and 
interest in school activities was poor, which suggests that 
teachers deem parental involvement and support very impor- 
tant in the educational process. 

To force responses and to get at priority of per- 
ceived problems, respondents in both groups were asked 
whether certain issues were problems with which the schools 
in this community must deal (see Table 11). Both the 
public (8424) and teachers (772) were unanimous in their 
views that discipline was the foremost problem with which 
tChemsichoolamustedeals (see Table 11) >) andy that=schools* 
approach to discipline was not strict enough (see Table 
12). Both groups were asked in what ways discipline was 
not strict enough (see Table 13). There was strong agree- 
ment within the groups that (a) teachers seemed to lack 
authority, (b) there was disrespect for teachers prevalent 
in our schools, (c) students had too much freedom, (d) that 
existing rules were not enforced, (e) vandalism was not 
punished strictly enough, (f) and that parents generally 
were not interested in supporting disciplinary actions of 
the school. Contrary to popular notion, both groups did 
not see that dress code or expectations had anything to do 
with discipline. 

BOthEcrOUpSsS, equalilye strong. y indicated soba 
finances and "dope-drugs" were issues that should be given 
priority attention. Both groups held the opinion that 


schools did have problems that they must deal with in areas 
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of (a) parental lack of interest, (b) student notivation. 
(c) improvement of school board polieiesvand ,W{d)eimprovine 


respect for teachers. 


Ta blew)! 


Problems With Which School Must Deal 
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aaa >>> 222 


OP aes Om Tl 


Percent of Percent of 
Population Teachers 
Ways Ves No Yes No 
Finances 78% PAs 81% 19 
Discipline 84% 16 77% 23 
Facilities J2 48 47 53 
Dope-Drugs 84% 16 81% 19 
Teachers lack of interest/ability 66* 44 a5) 65 
Parents lack 77% 23 84% 16 
School administration 56 44 51 49 
Curriculum aS) 45 63 Sh 
Pupils lack of interest 79% ek 79% an 
Vandalism 65% 35 40 60 
Disrespect for teachers 79% Yaak 75% 2D 
School Board policies 62* 38 65 3 
Using up-to-date methods 50 50 Sie! 42 
We have no problems 36 64% Pal jPeks 


Table 12 


Discipline in Schools 
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Opinion % of Population % of Teachers 


i a 


Too, strict 32 33 
*Not strict enough 60* 65% 
Just ‘about right 8 0 
Don't know 0 2 
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teaipi~é ibs 


In What Ways Discipline Not Strict Enough 


eS actrees eee rar eee a a aS 
tS sls SS 


O Pein eon 
Percent of Percent of 


Population Teachers 
Ways Yes No Yes No 
Teachers lack authority 78% 22 78% DZ. 
Students have too much freedom jo 25, 75% e435) 
Disrespect for teachers 79% 21 75% 25 
Rules not enforced Tea * Ie) 70% 30 
Dress code too liberal 39 61%* if 83% 
Vandalism is not punished strictly 
enough 69% Sys 61* 39 
Parents are not interested in sup- 
porting school discipline 68% Sh Ifa 20 


The two groups seemed to be equally undecided on 
whether facilities, administration, curriculum propriety 
or updated methodology were problems. 

Themmaj;ority of the public (607) Lelte@that tea— 
chers lack of interest and ability was a problem the 
schools should examine, whereas, 65% of the teachers felt 
this was not a problem. Vandalism in schools appeared to 
Demamproblemmton .05,4.0f thempup lic Dut monly40/50r selec 
teachers expressed the opinion that vandalism was of con- 
cern to the schools. 

In the last several years there have been out- 
cries by certain publics in the news media and amongst 
teachers themselves that constant and rampant changes in 
educational philosophy, curricula and methodology are 


eroding educational impact and adding to) Conirusion 2or 
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teachers, students, and parents in the area of what are 
the ultimate goals of education. 

Table 14 does not support this dissatisfaction 
amongst St. Paul teachers who felt that the amount of 
chaneeminmeducation was vaboutmrnichtws wthe public w however. 
appears to be equally split on whether changes are too 
NUMCTOUSMOT@aboutLericht). Only lS Zeof&mthewpublic and 57% 
of the teachers felt that there were not enough changes 


in education. 


api eonla 


Educational Changes 


Opinion % Of Population % of Teachers 
Too many IRS) 21 
Not enough 18 5 
About right Se) 60% 
No opinion AG 14 


Educational Financing 


Guvayey Me YR GEME Goble) Wiche: Luaveh VercuctleWen ac) ieyeyinds! aukne 
strongly that educational financing was a special problem 
area with which the schools should be concerned (see Table 
LD) eee Lies public, however, sissevidentlysopposed slow nalea ng 
taxes to relieve the financial situation in education. 
Teachers were not clear on their opinion, 51% being in 


favor, 39% were opposed, and 10% were undecided (see Table 
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WA ILS iS) 


Raise Taxes for Education 
ee nn re ee ee eR shoes we ee ee ee, 
Se 


Opinion A Of Population % of Teachers 


eee snk easosx—wrerawee a eee 


Favour Be yh 
Oppose 61 39 
No opinion i! 10 


To determine what action was favoured in the case 
where no government supplementary funding was forthcoming 
and where requests for local supplementary requisitions for 
funding were defeated, the following question was asked: 
“Suppose your school board were forced to cut school costs 
because there is not enough money. Indicate whether you 
agree or disagree with the following actions." (See Table 
Gyr. 

Neither the public nor the teachers were in 
favour of (a) increasing class sizes to decrease numbers 
of teachers, (b) reducing numbers of teachers by reducing 
Option programs, or .c) cutting souc Kindergarten.) “Nowclear 
Guteopinionsaweresexpressed by either prowup) top theralter— 
native of cutting out expenses related to instructional 
supplies and materials. Teachers did not express any 
strong feelings about reducing costs by cutting special 
programs such as counselling and special classes or by 
amalgamating school systems; however, the public felt that 


these were not the areas in which costs should be cut. 
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Table 16 


Action a School Board Could Take to Reduce Costs 


ee 
Hage of Population ‘Zage of Teachers 
Opinion Agree Disagree Agree Disagvee 


re erence enna 


Reduce the number of 
teachers by increa- 
sing class sizes, 
say up to 30 stu- 
dents per class Sie 67% 7 93% 


Reduce the number of 
teachers by reducing 
the number of pro- 
grams such as music, 
drama, physical edu- 
Cat Tie Ret iCr 32 68% 19 81* 


Cut out kindergarten 29 Wake 30 70% 


Reduce janitorial and 
maintenance services Dal 73% 23 77% 


Reduce the amount of 
supplies and mate- 
rials the teachers 
use in the class- 
room 33) 47 39 61 


Reduce special programs 
such as counselling 
and special classes Sys 68%* 49 Dali 


Reduce the amount of 
preparation time for 
teachers during 
school hours 56 44 25 75% 


Reduce the number of 


2dminastrativ es pe r= 
sonnel 60 40 75% ZS 


Reduce the amount of 


salary increases to 
teachers 53 47 22 77% 


Reduce overlapping 
expenses by amal- 


gamating school 
systems 68* 32 68 ow 
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Teachers, on the other hand, hold strong opinions that 
costs should not be reduced by (a) reduction of teacher 
preparation time, (b) reduction of administrative per- 
sonnel or (c) reduction of teacher salaries; whereas the 
public was undecided towards these alternatives. 

Thus, especially where the public is concerned, 
there is a dilemma created for boards. There is strong 
Opposition expressed to raising monies for educational 
purposes through local levy, yet there is no agreement, 
and in many cases strong opposition, to reduction of any 
existing programs. 

Based on the assumption that some educational 
programs would have to be eliminated or reduced to 
decrease educational expenditures, a further question as 
to which programs should be reduced or cut was directed 
to those respondents who felt that this was a viabl2 
alLiernative. (see Table D/). Here again no strong Feelings 
were expressed by either groups as to which programs 
should be affected. There were, however, strong feelings 
expressed that academic subjects, vocational courses, 
industrial education and home economics and physical 
@ducationushould debinitely Totebescousidercideion creduc— 
ELons Tfucertain sprosramsehadstoebescut, Sitswouldssecem 
both groups would probably show least resistance to 
reductions in areas of music and drama. Although teacher 
opinion towards cuts in second language courses and 


counselling services demonstrated no clear consensus, the 
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public values these programs. The public, on the other 
hand, appeared to express a neutral opinion towards ex- 
Der sie wcuLspPingextra-curriculareactmul tress whereas aah ie 
beachernsereltethat this programe should bemonesolethe inst 


to be reduced to save on educational spending. 


Table 1/7 


Which Programs Should Be Reduced 


Percentapesor Percentage of 
Population Teachers 
Opinion Yes No Yes No 
Music 40 60 By] 63 
Drama 60 40 65 Sys) 
Physical Education INS 75% 7 93% 
Industrial arts and home 
economics Zul: 79% 16 84% 
Extra-curricular activities 56 44 72% 28 
Vocational courses HB 85% ise 84% 
Academic subjects AZ 88% 3 a7 
Commercial or business 
courses 18 82% 25 a 
Second language courses 
(other than English) 37 63% 47 573) 
Counselling services 29 71% 47 53 


——— 


Relevancy of Education 


Although there were no clear cut opinions about 
whether "schools were preparing students well enough for 
life and employment", the responses of both groups tend to 
suggest that schools may not be doing a satisfactory job 


in this area (see Table 18). 
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Labveo us 


Schools Prepare Students Well Enough 
For Life and Employment 


Ceca = SSL NESSneto o aree eee ee SS er ee es pe ee ee 
a 


Opinion A -Of Population % of Teachers 


a ee 


Agree 41 28 
Disagree 50 60 
No opinion 9 L2 


Those respondents who felt that schools were not 
preparing students well enough for life and employment were 
asked what improvements could be made to help remedy the 
situation (see Table 19). Both groups were unanimous to 
suggesting that there should be (a) more emphasis on basic 
subjects, (b) discipline and (c) relating school to employ- 
ment situations. Both groups felt as strongly, that tele- 
vision in educational programs does not help to make educ- 
ation more relevant to life and employment. In view of the 
fact that local school boards have, of Late, spent consi- 
derable time, effort and money on VTR and development of a 
community television consortium, it would appear that there 
May per considerable dittilculty sin solicivings teacher sand 
public support and utilization of these services. 

When asked whether there was too much emphasis 
being placed in high schools on preparing students for 
college and not enough emphasis on preparing students for 


occupations that do not require a college degree, teachers 
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strongly disagreed, whereas, the public felt that that was 


the case (see Table 20). 


Table 19 


Ways to Improve Students For 
Life and Employment 


OR preteen Le Oe 


Percent of Percent of 


Population Teachers 
Item Yes No Yes No 
More emphasis on basic subjects 74% 26 79% Pa 
More discipline 61% 39 2% 18 
Relating school to employment 
situations 64% 36 70% 30 
More vocational courses She) 45 40 60 
A greater variety of courses 48 319 Nii 63 
More freedom to students to develop 
initiative 46 54 48 a2 
Greater use of television in 
schools 38 62% Zt 79% 
More visits to industry, museums 
exchange visits Sys) 45 58 42 
Part time employment during school 
hoursmat high school (Level 56 44 68 32 
Table 20 


Too Much Emphasis in High School 
On College Preparation 


SSS 
Opinion (Otel OD Uwatucne: ts %Z of Teachers 


SE 


Agree 47 1? 
Disagree ahs. 68% 
No opinion 18 15 
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Special Education and Other Services 


Within the last several decades it has become the 
general@expectation of society sthaveeveryoneshasma 11cht 
to education to his or her maximum potential. In the last 
decade, most school jurisdictions have boasted of: 80 to 90 
per cent high school graduation of students who entered 
their schools commencing in Grade 1. Jurisdictions whose 
annual drop-out rate nears the 6 to 8 per cent level have 
been subjected to criticism about their philosophy, stand- 
ards, delivery and approach. However, it is also a known 
fact that there are many students within the school systems 
who attend school because of parental and social expecta- 
tions and not because of their own volition. This also is 
becoming a concern to the public and educators. To get the 
fecling, of the public and teachers, oft St .erpaul. the fol— 
lowing statement and question was put to the respective 
samples: 

"Some students are not interested in school. 

Often they keep other students from working 


in school. What should be done in these 
cases." 


The public felt strongly that these students 
should (a) get special counselling, (b) vocational train- 
ing, (c) better and more interesting curriculum and tea- 
ching methods, (d) have teachers who take more interest in 
such students and that (e) special classes should be set 
up for these students (see Table Jd) eee Lea chels scOncinr, ed 


with the public that part of the solution for these students 
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Tapvet24 


Alternatives for Problem Students 


Se eer peters nsies-westebtrssessansaniennacannesnreseor-ooreomeevanmrceaieersoasesoneeee mraiciomeemee me ae cine ee eee LOI 


Percent of Percent of 
Population Teachers 
Opinion Yes No Yes No 


a SE a I RD 


Special classes for all who are 


not interested 67% 33 Be 68 
Expel them 20 80% 34 66 
Offer better/more interesting 

curriculum/teaching methods 75% 25 58 42 
Special counselling 87% 13 91% 9 
Harsher discipline 55 45 56 44 
Vocational training 84% 16 74% 26 
Make their parents responsible Syl 49 68 Sm 
Put in school for problem stu- 

dents 43 57 shy 83% 
Teachers should take more inter- 

est in such students 71* 29 60 40 
would be special counselling and vocational training. The 


teachers, however, did not see putting problem students in 
special schools as a reasonable solution. Teachers tended 
to agree and the public was of the definite opinion that 
expulsion was not a solution with problem students. 

The home was clearly viewed by both groups as the 
source of blame for children doing poorly in school (see 
Dab lesmiomandss22) 

Sex education is viewed both by the public and 
teachers as being the responsibility of the school (see 
Table 23). However both groups were adamant in their, opi- 
nion that it should not be taught at the elementary level. 


The public and teachers alike, most strongly favored 
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Table 22 


Sourcesof PBlame@ior Children 
Doing sPoorly aneschool 


ooo na ae eee ee 
—————————_—_—_— 


Oh eh ak ein 


Source % of Population % Of Teachers 


Se er Sr ee eS eee 


Children 14 iby) 
Home Life 46 Toe 
School 4 2 
Teachers 9 0 
No opinion 2] Ia 


oN 


Table 23 


Program of Sex Education in Schools 


A Ore POpusauLow % of Teachers 
Opinion Yes No Yes No 
At elementary level ag 61* 3) 72 68% 
At junior high level 69% ai 70% 30 
At senior high level 75% 2 84% 16 


teaching of this subject at the high school level, although 
aecledremayonlty was aloo in favor vol Le Deine “taughteat 
thesjuntor niehn school level. 

The drug situation was viewed as a serious problem 
in St. Paul Schools by both public and teachers alike (see 
Tablessis).  °As a pattial "remedy Costhic situation the 
public and teachers were very much in favor of a drug educ- 
ation program in schools (see Table 24). The level at which 


it should be commenced was not, however, queried. 
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Apewe iy oh 


Should Drug Education Be Offered In Schools 


a re aT rr See gE ee 


Zage of Population Zage of Teachers 
Yes No Yes No 


ee 


87% 13 88%* ee 


—_e————————— 


Preschool and Adult Education 


Preschool and adult education are recent develop- 
ments in St. Paul. The public and teachers indicated strong 
support of kindergarten. Both groups indicated that kinder- 
garten should definitely continue to operate (see Table 25). 
However, there was a strong feeling that it should remain on 
a half day basis and not be extended to a full day basis. 
Teachers clearly indicated that (a) attendance should not be 
made compulsory, and (b) that all teachers of kindergarten 
should have a teaching certificate; the public was divided 
on these concerns. The kindergarten program must be viewed 
as being relatively solvent and adequate because both groups 
did not feel that more money is required for this program 
and as a result there was no clear consensus among the res- 
pondents of either group on the issue of raising more money 
through local taxation. 

The public of St. Paul siseclearhy) behind @continua— 
tion of a public supported day care centre; however, teachers 


are not quite certain (see Table 26). 
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Kapila DBS 


Kindergarten in St. Paul 


Percent of Percent of 

Population Teachers 

Opinion Yes No Yes No 
Kindergarten should definitely 

continue 85% 15 88% he 
Attendance should be made com- 

pulsory 44 56 28 72% 

More money and resources are 
necessary 49 Gil 56 44 


All teachers of kindergarten 

should have a teaching 

certificate 56 44 79% 2h 
If necessary, additional money 

should be raised for kinder- 

garten through local taxation 42 58 42 58 
Now kindergarten operates on a 

half day basis; it should be 

extended to a full day basis 20 80* ae 88% 


Table 26 


Should A Day Care Centre Continue 


haze Or Population Zage of Teachers 
Yes No No opinion Yes No No opinion 
66* on 13 49 18 She] 


OOOO 


Both the public and teachers were strongly in 
favor of more courses being offered to adults even at the 
expense of increased local levy despite the fact that they 
were strongly opposed to bearing increased property taxation 


for elementary and secondary education (see Tables 15 and 
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Table 27 


Credit and Non-Credit Adult Courses 


Ce ay SS SPSS SESS ns SNESESSSSRSS- Sopp SS ESSSSSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSESSSSSSSSONGSSSSSSS 
SNe re ae ae ee tee et a sansianeeehiesnsoeaa=oaiponavesansmanamaseaosisunaeere saa aninasussanseniambeipambens saieenomeeoemmemaeaaaamaamee 


Percent of Percent of 
Population Teachers 
Opinion Yes No Yes No 


a sss 


More courses should be offered 

for adults 66% 34 81% 19 
The School Boards should offer 

facilities free of charge 

for adult courses 38 62% 49 Se 
Adults should pay greater tui- 

tion fees to offset the cost 

of these courses 7, 43 54 46 
The government should pay allow- 

ances to adults when they are 

taking these courses Syl, 49 26 74% 
Some of the costs of these 

courses should be borne by 

ocale taxation Ze. 78% 23 Ts 


27). Although the public is split in their opinion on whe- 
ther government allowances should be paid to adults taking 
these courses, teachers were very much against such allow- 
ances. Teachers, on the other hand, demonstrated no cleur 
opinion on whether Boards should not offer school facili:ies 
freemoft, charge to adults; whereas the public ote tine latively 
strongly that school facilities should be provided by boards 
gratis for adult classes. [It appears that approximately 
half of the teachers and public would like to see adult stu- 
dents pay larger fees for adult classes, while the other 


half would like to see fees remain as is or be lowered. 
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External Evaluation of Students 


Since the abolition by the Alberta Department of 
Education of Grade IX external examinations about 12 years 
ago, and the more recent abolition of Grade XII examina- 
tions, much controversy has arisen about the impact of these 
actions On school standards, student motivation, and quality 
of instruction. The teachers in St. Paul Schools, despite 
the Alberta Teachers Association's support of abolition, 
strongly favor reinstatement of both Grade IX and Grade XII 
standardized Department of Education examinations (see 
Tables 28 and 29). There was no clear consensus amongst the 
public on either issue; however, 45% opposed and 30% favored 
reinstatement of Grade IX examinations; whereas, only 364 
opposed but 45% favored reinstatement of Grade XII examina- 


tions. 


Table 28 


Grade XII Department Examinations 
Should be Reinstated 
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Table 29 


Grade IX Department Examinations 
Should be Reinstated 


ee 


Zage of Population Zage of Teacher: 
Favor Oppose No opinion Favor Oppose No opinion 


———————— 


oi) 45 16 73% ha 2 


Community School Facilities Sharing 


After almost a decade of negotiations, a formal 
agreement was reached in 1974 between Town Council and the 
three School Boards for free sharing and use of recreational 
and educational facilities. Public representatives should 
no longer fear that they do not have support for such an 
agreement because both the public and teachers almost unani- 
mously favored the luxury of maximum exchange and utiliza- 
tion of educational and recreational facilities (see Table 


SI0)) be 


TLabile 130 
Cost-Free Recreational and Educational 
Facility Sharing 
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Study II - Home Index Questionnaire 


Despite  thertact’ thatrontivarhe stop 20 Zeole those 
respondents who scored "Yes" and the bottom 20% of the group 
who scored "Yes" on the Home Index Questionnaire were de- 
fined as high and low socio-economic groups and despite the 
highptest re-testpreliiabijdtys (1 =3966) sof the instrument, 
no significant differences in response patterns between the 
EwoUe,rOuUpSs  tomany sitemeof thelet «Pauly Poll of Education 
Tom wenemround. §Tomget oa sipniticantuditferences at sthes 9). 
conuidences levielya table Lis wasmutd limed at N-= 20 cand sa 547 
difference between responses of each group was required 
before the difference could be interpreted as real and not 
due to chance or sampling error. 

The differences between the two groups to each 
question rangéda from 8% .to 3/.8%. The two groups differed 
20% or more on 13 out of the 123 possible responses on the 
Stee hauls Powsletot ghducatd ony 19,6 . 

The items of the Home Index Questionnaire which 
appear to discriminate between the high and low socio- 
economic classifications for this study are indicated in 
Table. gly. “For example, \havingica (piano or organ in the 
family was most often scored by members who were classified 
as the higher socio-economic group whereas having fewer 


than 6 people leving at home discriminated minimally between 


the two groups. 
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Tabler3 


Percentage Differences Between High Socio-Economic and 
Low Socio-Economic Groups Scoring "Yes" Responses 
on the Home Index Questionnaire 


aa NERENERS 
TE 


Question Percentage 
Difference 


eens 


Does your family own two or more family 


highway vehicles? ATE 
Does your family have a garage that will 
hold two or more cars? 28.0 


Did the male head of your family attend a 

college, university, technical, or other 

post-secondary school? eho) 
Did the female head of your family attend 

a college, university, technical or 


other post-secondary school? Sheree! 
Did your family leave Alberta for a holiday 

in the last 3 years? TAG) 
Did any member of your household fly 

anywhere in the last 2 years? Sas 
Do you have two or more phones in your home 

(extensions included)? Swag, 
Are bedrooms in your home carpeted? A/e8 
Do you have a coloured T.V. in your home? Set 
Do you have a set of encyclopedias in your 

home? 47.6 
Did your tbamiliy bonrow, (books, from the spubleic 

library inethe last) (one yearn? ES ESS) 


Does your family own any of the following: 
truck camper, camping trailer, motor home 


or lake cottage? Dee 
Does your family subscribe to a daily news- 
paper? SHES (6) 


Is any adult member of your family (at home), 
presently a member of any executive committee 


(Council), Board, Club, Association, etc Ones 
Does your family have a piano or organ? PSs} 
Are there fewer than 6 people living in your 

home presently? Jr 
Does your family own a snowmobile? 6320 
Is there an automatic dishwasher in your home? 16697 
Do you have a rumpus room in your basement? SXer Ae: 
Does your family generally go shopping to 

Edmonton more than once a year? Pe ee 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


LIMTTATILONS, Oso LUD LES SANDS GRAND eit 


Scud ye les Publiceand Teacher Polls 


Although the St. Paul Poll of Education 1976 was 
carefully modelled on the reputable Gallup (1975) polls, and 
piloted before administration, there is a remote possibility 
that some of the questions were misconstrued or misinter- 
preted by the respondents during the interviews and therefore 
validity of the response patterns may have been affected. 
However, because of the very high rate of response, in most 
cases 100%, to questions, and very satisfactory reportings 
from interviewers in response to the researcher's questions 
of whether clarity problems existed during the interviews, 
Hiisomoe bOmtnatuthesvalidit veandeLelaaba tii y eo teat emit citi 
ment are very good. 

The sample size for both the general and teacher 
populations are relatively small when compared to Gallup's 
and Brosseau's (1973) sample sizes of 1500 and 200 respec- 
tively. However, the larger sample proportions OL and: 0 
per cent representing the public and teacher finite popula- 
tions in this study, and the much greater allowances for 
sampling error of percentage utilized, should have compen- 
sated for the smaller sample sizes, and thus maintained the 


estimated minimum 95% confidence level for interpretation 
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of the St. Paul Poll of Education 1976 and the following 
generalizationvof findings to the finite public andeteacher 
populations. 

Becausevof (the srather ainigque characteristics of 
the study populations on St. Paul and because opinions 
towards education tend to vary considerably over time, all 
generalizations in this study must be interpreted as the 
Opinions of the public and teachers of St. Paul in the 


Spring of 19/6. 


Study II - Home Index Questionnaire 


The Home Index Questionnaire, although it was 
modelled closely on that of Elley (1961), was designed by 
the researcher with the St. Paul public in mind and there- 
fore its wholesale applicability to other study populations 
in the future may not be feasible. 

The small sub-samples utilized to define high and 
low socio-economic background for this study, sizes 24 and 
25 respectively, resulted in utilizing somewhat large per- 
eentage margins, 542 im this case. before 957 ycontidence 
Coulda bewestablished. Utilization of much wlarver = sub— 
samples may be warranted in a duplication of the same study. 
It is the researcher's opinion that larger sub-samples would 
have resulted in real differences of opinion between low 
and high socio-economic groups on some issues polled by the 


St. Paul Poll of Education 1976. 
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This study indicates that several items on the 


Home Index Questionnaire appear to have limited discrimi- 


nating value. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS 


pLudyele> Publicland ‘Teacher, Poll 


iipaddiclonmtonitda cating eta tethers tem Paden bile 
and teachers held some strong views towards certain issues 
in education and that the two groups differed in opinion on 
some of these issues, Study I has revealed that it is finan- 
cially realistic and expedient to gather information on how 
certain groups, as a whole, feel towards issues in education. 

This study, for example, proved that a public opi- 
nion poll in a small urban centre can, with some careful 
planning, be administered, in three days and thus provide 
an almost instant reading on the pulse of public opinion on 
specific issues. it also proved that, with a well-developed 
interviewer's Manual (see Appendix D) and a structured two 
and one-half hour training session, high school students 
can be trained to do the required polling smoothly, thor- 
oughly and efficiently. The very high returns and general 
cooperation gained from the interviews also suggests that 
high school student interviewers, especially in a smaller 
community, do not arouse the suspicion and mistrust that 
adults would performing a similar function. Furthermore, 
the cooperation, eagerness and involvement of students as 


interviewers during the training session, the polling and 
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the general interest expressed in results of the poll, did, 
in the opinion of the instructor of the sociology class and 
the author, become a very legitimate and worthwhile learning 
experience for students in the context of an introductory 
sociology course. 

The utilization of current census lists to choose 
samples based on a set of random members for this study has 
proven to be efficient and appropriate for selecting samples 
for poll purposes such as this one. Because census lists 
are usually fairly accurate in enumerating all residents in 
a defined geographic or political area according to age, 
sex, occupation, and which school system is supported, and 
because educational boundaries usually match census area, 

a check for gross randomness of the sample 01 a variety of 
characteristics can readily be made. As well, the current-— 
ness and usual thoroughness of these lists does provide some 
Certainty chat ithe whole, fini tempopula tonielsmrepie sented 

in the sample. 

The findings, of, the polls in suiis study were. how— 
ever, of most interest. 

Comparison of the responses of the public and tea- 
cher polls indicated that the views and attitudes of St. 
Paul teachers toward education were generally very similar 
and often identical to those of the St. Paul public. This 
finding suggests, therefore, that the concerns of both 
groups are generally common and, in most cases, unrelated to 


vested interest and that, in future endeavors, polling the 
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opinion of one group can result in fairly accurate general- 
izations about the opinions of the other group. On only 
seven items of the poll did teachers significantly differ 
in opinion from the public; and these mostly related to the 
teachers preferential position to gain information about 
education and working conditions. Unlike the public, tea- 
chers felt that they were well informed about what goes on 
in the schools and somewhat better informed about what the 
school = boards are doing. Contrary toethe public s opinion, 
teachers felt, as a group, that teacher lack of interest 
and ability to teach were not problems with which the commu- 
nity should be concerned; that classes sizes are too large; 
that parents do not participate or take interest in school 
activities and programs; that reduction of amount of pre- 
paration time for teachers was not the most suitable means 
of extending the education dollar; and that not too much 
emphasis is being placed on preparing students for college 
OreLOreoccupattons that do nNotsredquilcuamcollererderree, 
This part of the study also demonstrates that 
small vocal groups who often apply most pressure on school 
Doards, administrators and education policies through 
attendance at board meetings, through news media and dele- 
gations to administration are often not representing the 
wishes, attitudes and opinions of the larger groups for 
which they claim to speak. In recent years, for example, 
there have been notable representations in St. Paul to 


school boards and administration, speaking out against 
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corporal punishment and disciplinary action within schools 
generally; sex and drug education programs; free sharing of 
recreational and educational facilities; adult education; 
kindergarten and day care centres. This study suggests that 
the public and teachers of St. Paul, on the whole, do not 
share opinions and attitudes of these groups and in fact 
want much structure and discipline, sex and drug education 
programs, free exchange of educational and recreational 
facilities, and tax supported kindergarten and day care 
programs. 

This information about how the total public feels 
on certain issues does provide Boards and Administrators 
some security and a realistic information tase on which to 
resist small group pressure for decision making. To some 
pressure groups, it may be indeed worthwhile to lend a deaf 
ear. 

School boards and professional educators are often 
in a position to be more knowledgeable about education needs 
andes trends, than, the public and at times seven teaching “stati, 
and they are sometimes faced with the situation of making 
certain decisions which the public may not currently support 
Or be ready to accept. Accurate feedback, as to which deci- 
sions or policies are acceptable can arouse these decision 
makers to launch a campaign, through debate, or information 
dispersal, to change attitudes ANdMtOVSs OL CLE Sip pone 
apriori or post mortem. In St. Paul, for example, school 


boards made the decision four years ago to allocate consi- 
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derable money and energy for the promotion of educational 
television and video tape recording equipment, facilities 
and the personnel to operate these facilities. This study, 
however, indicated that neither teachers nor the public see 
this development as desirable or worthy of expansion and 
helpful in the education of students for life and employ- 
ment. It, therefore, seems to behoove school boards and 
those in education desiring such a service to either show 
teachers and the public how television and VTR can be 
beneficial sto providing —a sounder eaqucation, of to abandon 
the project. 

Knowing, with some certainty, what the public will 
or will not support can provide boards and school personnel 
with some courage to take firm and decisive stands on cer- 
tain issues. The problem in education that was viewed with 
highest concern by the St. Paul public was discipline. 
According to results of this study, it is very apparent 
thatthe public and teachers of sot. Paul viewed discipli— 
nary measures, behavior expectations of students in school, 
and academic performance levels as too lax and laissez- 
faire. The public and teachers alike would” adamantly sup- 
port policies and actions to give teachers more disciplinary 
authority, reduction of general freedom to students, 
stricter enforcement of existing and new rules, greater 
punishment of vandals, and development of ways and means 
to co-opt parents into supporting discipline in the school. 


In addition, teachers, despite the Alberta Teacher 
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Association's stand, felt that removal of standardized 
examinations at the Grade IX and XII levels was not educa- 
tionally sound and would overwhelmingly support reinstate- 
ment of these examinations. 

The public and teachers of St< Paul concurred with 
the prevalent attitude of western society that maximal educ- 
ation opportunity should be made available to every human 
being from cradle to grave. 

Several suggested alternatives to modify programs, 
facilities and policies to meet needs of students who were 
currently not interested in school were definitely viewed 
as very desirable to the alternative of expulsion of these 
students. Despite the fact that the public feels sufficient 
funds from local taxation are provided for primary and 
secondary education, the public would appear to be willing 
to increase local funding for day care centres, kindergarten 
and adult education. 

The public's general message to school boards 
about primary and secondary education is that they were not 
in favor of increasing educational budgets through taxation 
Orsreal  propenty. §0n thepothers hand sathespubi ices not ein 
favor of reducing educational costs by reducing or lowering 
in quality too many existing programs or services. baie 
reductions were to be made, drama, music and extra-curri- 
cular activity programs would likely meet with least resis- 
tance. It would, therefore, appear that the St. Pauls public 


expects their elected board members to stretch or utilize 
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more efficiently the existing educational budgets. It is 
clearly evident that the public of St. Paul in the spring 
of 1976 would have most likely defeated any plebiscite to 
increase the local mill rate for purposes of primary and 
secondary educational purposes. 

Because this study shows) that it is possible to 
poll a public very cheaply and efficiently by utilization 
of high school students; that the polling process can be a 
valid and educative experience for high school sociology 
students; and that the analysis of the poll can become a 
highly structured and simple task through computer utili- 
Zab Ona poll such as Ehis can be conducted son) anpannua 


or some other regular basis. 


Study Il = Home Index Questionnaire 


Althoughsthiss part lohethemstudyvedidgnoter tnd iat 
the low and high socio-economic groups as defined by the 
Home Index Questionnaire differed in opinion on educational 
desies as) presented in the St. Paul) Poll Sots kducation 19/6, 
several interesting conclusions can, nevertheless, be made. 

In the past socio-economic classification was 
often based on dollars and cents annual or net worth of 
individuals or families. 

Blishen (1968) and Elley (1961) for example report 
that the public is generally averse to pollsters on ques— 
tionnaires querying annual income or net sReaayelay Kelby —abjeketa byes be 
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respondents can be estimated by the number of personal amen- 
ities and costly activities a respondent has or is involved 
in, then the Home Index Questionnaire is a feasible alter- 
native in classifying respondents on a socio-economic base. 
There was a 100% completion rate of the questionnaire which 
indicates that respondents do not mind answering "Yes" or 
"No" to specific questions about whether they have or have 
not certain luxury items in the home or whether they are or 
are not involved in certain types of activities which 
require money. 

This study also indicates that respondents do not 
endeavor to bias their responses to specific questions 
vicariously related to socio-economic level as evidenced by 
the high test re-test reliability of responses after a three 
week interval. 

Operating on the assumption that the Home Index 
Questionnaire does in fact classify respondents on a socio- 
economic scale and in view of the fact that no differences 
were found in opinions towards educational issues between 
the two groups as measured by the St. Paul Poll of Education 
1976, several conclusions can be made. 

The amount of exposure the public receives through 
first hand contact, television and newspaper coverage and 
through personal, formal and informal information exchange 
about education, may no longer be related to socio-economic 
status. Thus, the farmer with a grade two education irres— 


pective of whether he has a large or small income, can be as 
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equally and thoroughly exposed to the same contacts and 
information about education and thus hold the same opinions 
and biases towards education as, for example, a lawyer. In 
short, socio-economic background may no longer be a valid 
criterion for classifying publics as to the amount of 
information they have or opinions they hold towards educa- 
Bi On. If there are differences or values that do exist 
between groups of different socio-economic backgrounds, 
there is no evidence in this study that socio-economic 
Status materializes in different views towards educational 


issues. 
IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 


This study has found that no significant differ- 
ences of opinion towards education exist between two St. 
Paul groups of apparently different socio-economic back- 
grounds. Duplicating the study or perhaps a sample of 500 
subjects and analyzing the data on such criteria as sex, 
@ducational Level, religious affiliation, ethnic) background, 
and degree of involvement in school may result in interest- 
imperindines as to, what opinion diiterences, Sit sany, these 
sub-groups hold toward education. 

Increasing the sample sizes for both studies would 
also more positively confirm or disprove the finding of this 
study that no differences of opinions exist toward educa- 


tional issues between different socio-economic groups. Non 


significant differences of opinions between the two groups 
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in this study may only be due to the large percentage dif- 
ferences required at 95% confidence with small samples. 

The validity of the Home Index Questionnaire to 
measure socio-economic level or annual incomes of respon- 
dents could be researched by correlating responses on the 
questionnaire with actual incomes of respondents. 

It is the general impression of the researcher 
that some questions on the St. Paul Poll of Education 1976 
may be too lengthy and cumbersome, especially for the non- 
educated respondent. Future researchers in this area of 
endeavor should pay special attention to keeping questions 


and their stems as concise as possible. 
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Hacwiby sol Eau Ga ti om, 

The University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Canada T6G 2G5 
Spring, 1976 


Dears Cit Uevenmor ester aul. 


It is universally recognized that good decisions 
are based on accurate information. Board members, admin- 
istrators, teachers and everybody else involved in the educ- 
ation process are especially interested in how decisions, 
policies, programs, approaches and many other relevant acti- 
vities are viewed by the people they affect, namely the 
EU DEud Crs 


AV student ein the) Yacultyveot sGcraduate studies at 
the University of Alberta working in the Department of 
Educational Psychology and) in conjunction with the St. Paul 
school Districts is conducting ‘asstudy which will vattempt te 
find out what the people of St. Paul think of their school 
systems. 


Your name has been randomly selected from among 
the 266/ adults appearing on the 1975 St. Paul Census and 
you will, in the next few days, have a trained volunteer 
interview you at home about some of your individual views 
about educational matters in your community. Because the 
interview will only take about 20 minutes of your time; 
because all your answers will be kept strictly confidential; 
and because nearly all people interested in their community 
usually enjoy /talking about their views on education, it is 
anticipated that the interviewer will receive your coopera- 
tion and input. 


Interviewers will be instructed to limit their 
interview hours to between 4:00 and 9:30 p.m. and will res- 
pecte yout Lequest for Lhem to cally backeateanotner Gime it 
they arrive at an inconvenient time. 


Shoulder OUsnOtLuwallt eb Ore sol em ie4 co Oll,aebOm Des Ite. — 
viewed, kindly phone 645-4153 and so advise the interviewer 
when he/she comes to your door. 


Besides general publications through press releases, 
a summary of the findings will be available to you on request. 


Confidentiality of your responses is guaranteed? 
A sincere thank you for your anticipated coopera— 
tion and support in this study. 


Sincerely, 


Diet Wenn e Le, eGla ihm ns 
Counsellor Education Program, 
University of Alberta. 


; hs - 1 ta id a 
| ty ate 
, eerqued (beep oe re tae 


ie 


| giv) ‘at a | ae 6 ie ea 


avyed opie me e 
| it ober A 


vibe sav Gelbhe é mnt nee : - 
‘fs : oh bi) BOs io 4O0Ge ae 4 : : 
, Lea eVale dO. 4 ends one, | a 
eek waa neu i. pbaet ns 
7 i.e Sattenay eee 
( feossts LQvag at ¢ 


n°. 4 ‘idgeat ugh fT nite ertaas 
ft Qe ree neers oo 9% 1 Cansei 


Loo D 9 ' ire or ok ete ‘ 
, iu P i : ? fa ‘ ey 7] ee lee 6 d ase age pe 4 
fie» J iri 1) Fe Ga ee 4% 


J 


- tile 


 e 


, 
7 


sf ; ued Mead ae | tute vp ; 
. wad) ) e@h (aaQgqa’ é nto Hie) 
wd ; pyet we! sone OOF wt ky 
| pny aE a Oh saus 20 veg ¥ ad ny i 
Slowey. ie V1 agadiied Ldpalresdie® tet 
aie’) Ay Mm aonde efel 9108 Lite ani Oey i " 
, 4 ja ed 5008 ri: v ¢ totote ‘euPT Lise eee 


os 8 

we os uavyVey iss wane! 944 el +een 2edeont a. | 

0 Gon the go 00 6F— Shoes, Gaede jt tap, yotes vi 
i'Wews (41) seeq pn outed. ad teat? Saialy 


| * shige’ - 
Zi dvtaae 26 Vile evened eneal 
: | ) of Hie 00.8 ieewred oF oud ‘waste 
Vvlahel [deste joie) te? 2e0epeF Seay Fane 


ol Ceenneeveed pe site alec § — 


iodim eek. pu) | (Hae Ad rey eee. . ot | 


aoen Pe oe) getena aber LP keel ht arg Saban. keen iy 
th” sane $ Senyey ‘eee\an: ot 


«PPOPGTG? Fena@d igo ie Gad Payeqevg fora wal - es ms 
,oau TT 


Iau? se 14 ae ly we iC Oe pat? at 
roe hae ; aa 


tt iets 


i eetlabidavw i sesedywu¢ Gi 1a) itd ts 
~1% 04s AG Pa 68414 URTAS Suit Jat ii ees 


Mj te eee iq! 
- ae 1 9 ; 


. vane a uw uae | a. 7 
ae i eee 
or 


i: 


APPENDIX B 


v3 


i weriparyet 


74 


Wednesday, April 14, 1976 


Deameleachersota, St.Paul ochoo.l. 


Your name has been randomly selected from a list 
of teachers of all the school systems in St. Paul and you 
are humbly being requested to complete the enclosed 
questionnaire with the interviewer. The questionnaire 
attempts to get at opinions held by the teachers and public 
of St. Paul, about a variety of possibly relevant and maybe 
controversial issues in education. 


Injorderwion thes study tombe valid a iteis highly 
desirable that every member of the sample answer every 
question in the opinionaire. Many of the items are forced 
response type and require that you respond in a fashion 
that "more or most" closely represents your feelings/views. 


Note that the questionnaire is uncoded, so your 
responses cannot be traced to you. In other words, personal 
confidentiality is guaranteed. 


A sincere thank you for your anticipated 
assistance and cooperation in this study. 


Department of Educational Psychology 
University of Alberta 
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Faculty of Education 

The University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 

Canada T6G 2G5 


Letter of Introduction 


Spring, 1976 


Re: pittwen atl Poli oLmeduca tl on welo 70. 
Interviewer's Name: 
The holder of this letter is a volunteer assisting 


in a carefully designed study aimed at finding ovt what the 


people of St. Paul feel about their school systems. 


He/She has received special training ir inter- 
viewing for the St. Paul Poll of Education 1976 end requests 
your kind cooperation in answering a variety of cuestions 
about how you feel about certain aspects of the educational 


system in this community. 


All your answers will be kept confidential? 


A sincere thank you for your anticipated —coopera— 


tion and support in this study. 


Department of Educational Psychology 


University of Alberta 
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INTERVIEWERS' MANUAL 
ote  PaulePolivof Mducation. 614976 
1) Forms 
Check your packet to ascertain that all required 
forms are included: 
a)" ‘liistwot addresisessot persons to be interviewed. 
b) Sufficient copies of the questionnaire for 
each of the persons on your interview list, 
with an unmarked envelope for the question- 


naire when it is complete. 


c) A completed letter of introduction. 


2) Interview Schedules 


a) All interviews shall be conducted from 
to A al eke 7A oe 


b) Interview only after 4:00 p.m. and stop by 
9:30 p.m. DO NOT attempt to interview during 
other hours; doing so will result in possible 
irritation of interviewees, and increased 
absences of interviewees from home. 

3) Who can be interviewed? 

a) Only those people listed on your list. 

b) Should the person on your list be excessively 
drunk, very senile or have serious language 


or communication handicap, diplomatically 
decline to interview him/her. 


4) Uncooperative Interviewees 


If an interviewer approaches his/her interviewees 
positively and with the expectation that he/she will get an 
interview, he/she usually does. However, for various 


reasons interviewers sometimes meet situations of: 
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a) Refusal 


Should you meet a blank refusal, do not "push" 
Or argue. Note this on your address list and 
seek a replacement interview from replacement 
names on your list. 


b) Break-off 
Even after gentle urging some interviewees 
refuse to cooperate after a certain question 
which they may find personally offensive or 
stop responding for some reason part of the 
way through an interview. In such cases, 
destroy the partially completed questionnaire 


and seek an interview from the replacement 
ist. 


5) Replacement List 

Each of your lists has a "Replacement List" of 
names appearing at the bottom of the page. This list has 
been also randomly drawn and is to be used to replace 
interviews only when: 

a) a break-off has occurred 

b) refusal has been met 

c) or it is impossible to interview a person on 


the main list for reasons outlined in 3(b) 
above. 


6) Telephone Interviews 


The whole study has been designed for interviews 


in households on a face-to-face basis. Telephone interviews 


are not acceptable. 


7) Return of Questionnaires 


a) When you finish an interview, and in the inter- 
viewee's presence, seal the questionnaire in 
the envelope provided. 


a be mi irk a aod 


cs Ww z 
wrt a] 
YM orl 
> apety 6 7 
ar) 


ant TM tod 

in ret heen mec shee 

A pa FTES VAGTH SS vo oe ‘ 
Aabinm’ My oT vul V aT 


r 


L at in Ol rluaeny rie 
1 | : ey es ee | PRL ge™¢g 


Lule aed t coe Ol a 
ail ds" “dj: $e @atsay “soemies 


vol a i «vw Th wields 


© 4a ail '° \e 
hag ba © | 


ie ao) wldiwmiew te 
ohn 


eon’ vt : : iene a 


ay als @) Gee 4 Os) M40. oe Pain 
s 


i ee eo 
buh) Wiitg/ 


b) 


80 


Upon completion of all your interviews, return 
all the materials to the poll leader assigned 
to you. This should include: 


i) plhepinterviewingm ld stawat ier oper 
notations, indicating successful and 
unsuccessful interviews; 


ii) All the completed and sealed question- 
naires. 


8) Interviewing Technique 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


ey) 


Display sincerity and politeness, yet do so 
with confidence and decisiveness. 


Be thoroughly familiar with the wording of 
questions and required responses. 


Carry only materials that you will need for 
the interview to avoid looking like a door- 
to-door salesman. 


Do not change the statements in the question- 
naire through rephrasing or interpretation. 
It is only the interviewees' opinions that 
ALC Wanted, s~nhereroOneustaymiupar tia. 


Use a clip-board or some other hard surface 
or easily manageable surface. 


Encourage the interviewee not to skip any 
question since it is important that responses 
are received for each question. ieee Coleen ce Ia 
viewee refuses to answer a question, write 
"refused" in the answer space. 


9) Commencing the Interview 


a) 


b) 


Introduce yourself and show your letter of 
introduce Lon, 


Mention the letter that was mailed a few days 
ago and politely suggest that you would like 
about 20 minutes of the person's time to 
answer questions for the St. Paul Poll of 
Education. 
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If it appears that you have arrived at an 
inopportune time (e.g. family in midst of 
Supper, or person you wish to interview is 
Onahis/ her way outstoma meeting ate tc): 
suggest that you could come back later in 
the evening or another evening. 


Most people like to be interviewed, especially 
about something they have knowledge about, so 
relax and anticipate cooperation. 


There are no right or wrong answers. If you 
are not sure how you should codify a response, 
ask the interviewee to rephrase his/her answer 
to fit into one of the forced responses, 


Before leaving express your appreciation for 
the respondent's time and interest. 
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Si. Ss PAULS POLL OF EDUCATION, 81976 


Please complete each of the following questions. 


is important that you answer EVERY question. 


Do you feel that you are gener- 
ally well-informed about what 
goes on in the schools? Yes Gls) aan oc (2) 


Is there a need for more com- 

munication between the schools 

and the parents and the com- 

munity in general? Veco 6) ge N Omer C2) 


There are several suggested 
ways in which communication 
between home, school and 
community may be increased or 
maintained. In your opinion 
would the following ways be 
useful, helpful or realistic 


emote ake (Answer all). Yes No 
aymopen=house days 0.4... .0 ss (1) (2) 
Deer eouent er eporiweatd cw... 2). (1) (C2:) 


c) opportunities to meet the 
teachers individually about 


Sieh Teles Os Gave eee, we Bro. oo oe (1) (2) 
dean schoolonewsletters .... 21. (1) (2) 
e) articles in the newspaper C19 2.) 


£) (panent-teacher days )......- 
g) coverage by radio and 
treniey 166 460 11 ctor creme SR Per aero (1) cy) 


Are you well enough informed 
about what the school board is 
doing? Yes (1) No (2) 


In your opinion which is the 

best way to inform the public 

about what the school board 

is doing? (Answer all). Yes No 


a) newspaper articles about 

school board decisions and 

POT Care Gir e re. i ees certs ons s re ees (1) (2) 
Bb) print the minutes of each 

board meeting in the local 

Da Die Lene shsicceteie ce sires tosisccgecneae (1) (2) 
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(1) 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(5) 
(6) 
CP 
(8) 
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c) a newsletter once in a 
while to explain policies 
and what the board is doing 

d) more board initiated public 
BOVAUMS Be Aga e ga ere oes ee 


Which of the answers following 
would best describe your 
general opinions about educa- 
Ctonginies t seh aul? 


Yes 


very good 
satisfactory 


poor 


no opinion 


Doeyou sthink -tchat tthe follow- 
ing issues are problems with 
which the schools in this 
community must deal? (Answer 
adil) ye 


Ce amCSTY a1) CC Sian Wend se cye cs tee ree eae eo 
Dppe De S:c 15 lati GM tye & oceynty oh oh a een es 
CY) PVE Wen Na Betis: © 2a a on ee es 
dD GOD Cm— Bd OSes Be aise oe 5 
ejmlLeachens, slack, O1vinterest, 
ENMU NR ei 5 iad Pad Kal) Seo oO 
fi ieParents/s lack lof eintenest 
g) School administration 
ep? NG geispiest arg: Pomc eats ere eee oi 
Peepupits sy eback of interest 
a0) NASW area egies artes og Sahn ae Soe o 
k) Disrespect for teachers 
1) School Board policies 
m) Using new/up-to-date 
Me IVO GS es see eh ohat os oreo! «eh a} o) eyst eae 


In your opinion, in what ways 
apesyoun schools. panticulanly 
good? Mark your choice with 
an X. (Answer all). 
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Gyehaci Wit ies b. % a. See oa os 
d) Up-to-date teaching methods 
EveExtELa-curricudar activitwes 
hE) -Smalieclassesizes Bra. aa er 
g) Good administration .... 
h) Good student-teacher 
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Do you think too many educa- 
tional changes are being 
tried, or not enough? 


Some people feel that too much 
emphasis is placed in the high 
schools on preparing students 
for college and not enough 
emphasis on preparing students 
for occupations that do not 
require a college degree. Do 
you agree or disagree? 


Do you think that schools are 
preparing students well enough 
for life and employment? 


If you think schools are not 
preparing students well enough 
for life and employment, what 
improvements could be made? 
(Answer all). 


a) more emphasis on basic 
aM e rs Mewes etch oe Gin ABA mececy recy ea rs mes 
b) more Feet nine 
Courelatingeschool foyemploy= 
ment situations 
djamoresvocatilonal courses... 
@jmaugreater variety of courses 
f) allowing more freedom to 
students to develop initia- 
CAVGiee. «ss eww a ee ee 
g) greater use of television 
in schools for educational 
programs 
h) more visits to industry, 
museums, exchange visits, 
CE Cwe 2. 6 ois 
i) part-time employment during 
school at the high-school 
level 
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Too many 
Not enough 


About right 


Don't know 


Agree 
Disagree 
No opinion 


Yes 


No 
No opinion 


Yes 
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I elie 


LG. 


How do you feel about 
discipline in the 


schools? , ls it too TOOmes Ctirct 
SCDICL, uot str iet Not strict enough 
enough, or just about Just about right 
right? Don't know 


Die note strictwenoton js can 
you tell me what you mean? 
In what way is discipline 
not strict enough? (Answer 
aulely)ze 


a) Teachers lack authority 
b) Students have too much 
Dreedom. ...< Se sese oe 6. cir terete tere 
e) Disrespect for teachers .. 
d) Rures sare not entorced | -. 
e) Dress code is too liberal 
f) Vandalism is not punished 
Shc veeeirOU ee errors Se Se, 
g) Parents are not interested 
in supporting school 
discipline? os. sare ale Siersee Meiy ENE 


When some children do poorly 
in school, some people place 
the blame on the children, 
some on the children's home 
life, some on the school, and 
some on the teachers. Of 
course, all of these things 
share in the blame, but where 
would you place the chief 
blame? Choose one answer. 


Some students are not inter- 
ested in school. Often they 
keep other students from 
working in school. What 
should be done in these 
cases? (Answer all). 


a) Special classes for all 
who are not interested 

b) Expel them .........--- cece 

OVmeofrer better; moLre WoLelea] 
ting curriculum/teaching 


Mert VO OSes 6 cites eters Sa aie cee eke 
d) Special counselling ...... 
e) Harsher discipline ....... 


@) Vocational training? es... 


Children 
Home life 
School 
Teachers 
No opinion 


Yes 
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(4) 
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g) Make their parents respon- 
Sa bikes Ba. Sheen Ween, ate, eee 
hi) Put in schoolaforiprobien 
students 
i) Teacher should take more 
interest in such students 


Do you think there should be 
a program of sex education 
in the schools? 


a) at the elementary level 
b) at the junior high level . 
c) at the senior high level . 


Do you think there should be 
a drug education program in 
the schools? 


Would you favour or oppose 
volunteer help in the 
schools to help teachers? 


schools said they 
more money. As 
this time, would 
yourevote sto raise taxes ior 
this purpose, or would you 
vote against raising taxes 
for this purpose? 


Suppose the 
needed much 
you feel at 


Would you like to see the 
students in schools given 
puovancial sor national stests 
so that their educational 
achievement could be compared 
with students in other commu- 
nities? 


Suppose your school board 
were forced to cut some 
school costs because there is 
not enough money. Indicate 
whether you agree or disagree 
with the following actions: 


a) reduce the number of tea- 
chers by increasing class 
B1Z65), Sa yoUp tomo UES Cue 
dents per class ...-.--+-- 


Yes No 
ee Ow Sel) 
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peel) pa ery) 
Yes No 
ee) EDe8es) 
ee) pee (2) 
GN) (25) 
Vesta Gly) spiNon mee O2) 
Favour Sa G'S) 
Oppose eae) 
Nowepinton 7 (3) 
Favour eer i?) 
Oppose (ote AED) 
Nom Om imo tne ne3)) 
Favour wee) 
Oppose eS) 
No opinion (3) 


Agree Disagree 


(2) 


87 


(70) 
C73) 


(72) 


C73) 
(74) 
(75) 


(76) 


Fes) 


(78) 


Ca3) 


(80) 


peante. yo 


is i" : _ 

att ot (29. . . bates vinta Jae Cy 

ipo a ee reload Peg ory ed 
% oe lava ogrmh Renee 


it hag sovda, nee | 
a! fesynive wea S vabei bi a 
i 


Jn 
ie, Pe bléodut 7 
> se 
us yemhgr oy 1e 4 ag 4 
Y edd) BiG, on 
hes ws ‘ea Sasss( One alt e me 


i@ ‘a> hy A, atop om ot see ait 
nay |) © bobel ‘@ or = a 
Lidie' weer} Las 4 ae uae : 
: i tee ad wt" wuy, 


a id iva . ind ied det Aq vel va 
peel sifuay' > “PAA " a) ae 
Late al area tab 


eis 286 


jy Ay 
vitide tebhed Saat ps fe | 
or we Swi Rage 
ior Cb)» LL ee iu » oF 
; cP 1Se hedaun hella Weed Ba: 
‘ waregn oe oy 
Pipa ike 


hak ae 
\ $084, 966 
44 I 


213. 
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b) reduce the number of tea- 
chers by reducing the num- 
ber of programs such as 
music, drama, physical 
educatloniwet cms «ni oh lise 

CHmcutwoutekindereartens ..m on, 

d) reduce janitorial and 
maintenance services . 

e) reduce the amount of sup- 
plies and materials the 
teachers use in the class- 


f) reduce special programs 
such as counselling and 
Spec | @iCLaS 5 CS .cetes asks tere 

g) reduce the amount of pre- 
paration time for teachers 
aihivsG Geyer tsVelavenamh davaibhercy | 44 So ye 

h) reduce the number of admin- 
Str avd Vem pers Onl Cl gir. teers rs 

i) reduce the amount of salary 
increases to teachers ... 

j) reduce overlapping expen- 
ses by amalgamating school 
systems 


If finances and resources made 
it necessary that the number 
of programs offered should 

be reduced, which should be 
eliminated or reduced? 


(Answer all). 
SO Sill Coie edeas oniet oe viemousieud erie ereteLe. « 
Di ipo k at MY sa he Sela eee ge ori eyed cies 
@) physical education ...... 
d) industrial arts and home 
GACwMOAMANOR coooaabooannotod 
@) sextra-curricularsactivities 
f) vocational courses ...... 
g) academic subjects ....+-. 
h) commercial or business 
COUT BC Sin wus: «rots, vanes sehen: Sevterents 


i) second language courses 
(other than English) .... 
j) counselling services 


Strong suggestions are being 
made that Department of Educ- 
ation Examinations at the 
Grade 12 level be reinstated. 
How do you feel about this? 


Agree 


Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Disagree 
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Other suggestions are that 

Department of Education Grade Favour 

IX examinations should be Oppose 
reinstated. How do you feel? No opinion 


There is an agreement between 
the Town of St. Paul and the 
School Boards to utilize each 


otier“serecreationaleftacii1— Favour 
ties without charge. How do Oppose 

you feel about this? No opinion 
Should a day-care centre con- Yes 


LINUerCOPOperda te ine ot. slaw. — NO 
No opinion 


In the last several years 
there has been considerable 
emphasis, both in time and 
epLort, on Adult Education in 
ead. eb y MAC re La wea tron 
we mean courses, offered to 
adults tor Highmochool@=credit. 
hobby courses, post-secondary 
school Vcourses, skilil“or*trade 
courses, and other short or 
long-term courses offered to 
adults. Future predictions 
are that there will be more 
money and resources directed 
towards Adult Education. In 
terms of this, how do you 

feel about the following 
statements? Yes 


a) more courses should be 

Omrenpede Lor aC tae .teicneres : (1) 
b) the School Boards should 

offer facilities free of 

charge for adult courses le) 
c) adults should pay greater 

tiultion Lees to, OLLSet one 

costs of these courses ... (1) 
d) the government should pay 

allowances to adults when 

they are taking these 

SCOUTS CS eels +4 sre CW or et recon erens (1) 
ey) some of the costs of these 

courses should be borne by 
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Comments re: statements above, if any: 


Zo 


Kindergarten has functioned 


in St. Paul for several years. 


How do you feel about each of 
the following statements: 


a) Kindergarten should defi- 
nitely -continwe se... de. seis 
b) attendance should be made 
COMPS OT ys enol aeererectederer eters 
c) more money and resources 
ar Cre Ce CS aby ate oa sete sey stators 
d) all teachers of kindergar- 
ten should have a teaching 
CFS GT et Cla GA not oy ona eh cr tate, ote 
e) if necessary, additional 
money should be raised 
for kindergarten through 
EO Ciara sate OU ecncne teraker sens 
f) now kindergarten operates 
on a half-day basis; it 
should be extended to a 
full-day basis 22.... 0... 


Yes No 
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ee) eee G2) 
(1) C2) 
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37. 


PERSONAL DATA 


What St. Paul schools are the children in your 
family attending or have attended in the last 


five ryears? 


a )i GLENMAV Ol: chitecdins pdt due eee eee eee ae 
Dymo thera lar keine ntiay yar ee meester re 
CHER a Ce UL CEmrsnte a aiiienin ONe nto se i eet er emer eee ge 


d) St. Paul Regional eke eae ae 

é) Have no children, are too young to 
attend, have attended more than 5 
years ago, or have attended schools 
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Education (last grade completed): 
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c) post-secondary program of 2 or fewer 
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d) post-secondary program of more than 
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In the last two years, have you attended, 


fine str ao Uys 
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What is your ethnic background? 
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c) Other (Specify: ) 


Do you generally speak the language 
of your ethnic origin in your Yes 
WOUSEGhHOLA? «06 eae Hehe nel c. os ies aie ws ses No 


edit 


(alirsy) 


(116) 


Cisla7s) 


CUPS) 


CUETES) 


C120) 


cakesal) 


el) 


Aine, i i 


_ 


wi 


' 
i ory 


bn, >" re aie 
i ele 


- fe 
JT ia : ae 7 ; _ 
e 
= e ® 4 re | 


(HOPI ae—# rh VE anc ag ae 


me ary) 


j 


, ell 
ts ys 


Vie 


—— ae 
7) ities: 7 

pays nies ae 
Ora epahes shea bbe a 


<p: ; ; 10% 9 OP aRt 
t=) os, : io wae 1s 


/ucbiiera oe YGed, ender wae peed Gale. wl 
; ; sib? 
t io ab, ® | = 
, = wt pe 
‘a = ain 
: i - ney ae 
ie | : Ry’ ,* UZ = 
to ee as ate eh Bane ay Wh ew €h 
| Sire eaes manne es, tere we 
Gb 


earner e one ‘7 


a 
ii) +a. ap a bia? ‘ Govaws 
- 


fis % 


oni ‘ii one wes 


ess 
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Directions: 


HOME INDEX QUESTIONNAIRE 


Following each question is a "yes" or "no". 
Futhascirclesarounds themuyesusorm anos 
indicating how that question applies to your 
family. It is important that you answer all 
questions. 


1. Does your family own two or more family 


93 


highway vehicles? Yes No 
2. Does your family have a garage that will 
hold two or more cars? Yes No 


3. Did the male head of your family attend a 
college, university, technical, or other 
post-secondary school? Yes No 

4. Did the female head of your family attend 
a college, university, technical or other 


post-secondary school? Yes No 
5. Did your family leave Alberta for a holi- 

day in the last 3 years? Yes No 
6. Did any member of your household fly any- 

where in the last 2 years? Yes No 
7. Do you have two or more phones in your 

home (extensions included)? Yes No 
8. Are bedrooms in your home carpeted? Yes No 
See DOsyOU, have sa coloured sl.V.gin yours home: Yes No 


10. Do you have a set of encyclopedias in 


your home? Yes No 
Pw Dideyour ftanily borrow bDooksmtrom ethe 
public, library ain the Last) one year? Yes No 


12. Does your family own any of the following: 
truck camper, camping trailer, motor 


home or lake cottage? Yes No 
13. Does your family subscribe to a daily 
newspaper? Yes No 


14. Is any adult member of your family (at 
home), presently a member of any 
executive committee (Council, Board, 


Clubs Association, etc.) Yes No 
15. Does your family have a piano or organ? Yes No 
16. Are there fewer than 6 people living in 

your home presently? Yes No 
17. Does your family own a snowmobile? Yes No 
18. Is there an automatic dishwasher in your 

home? Yes No 
19. Do you have a rumpus room in your basement? Yes No 


20. Does your family generally go shopping to 
Edmonton more than once a year? Yes No 
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PERCENTAGE POPULATION (N = 
SAMPLE RESPONSES 


PAUL POLL OF EDUCATION, 


159776 


Please complete each of the following questions. 
important that you answer EVERY question. 


Do you feel that you are generally 
well informed about what goes on 
in the schools? 


Is there a need for more communi- 
cation between the schools and the 
parents and the community in 
general? 


There are several suggested ways 
in which communication between 
home, school and community may be 
increased or maintained. In your 
opinion would the following ways 
be useful, helpful or realistic 
in, Steaebaulz. (Answervall). 


open-house days 
b) frequent report cards 
opportunities to meet the 

teachers individually about 
your children 
a school newsletter 
articles in the newspaper 
parent-teacher days . 
coverage by radio and 
television 
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Are you well enough informed about 
what the school board is doing? 


the best 
about 
doing? 


Tn ayouUr opiniongwhich us 
way to inform the public 
what the school board is 
(Answer all). 


a) newspaper articles about school 
board decisions and policies .. 

b) print the minutes of each board 
meeting in the local paper 


126) AND TEACHER (N 
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Iie abe 


(Teacher Responses in 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


brackets) 
36(74) No 64(26) 
86(91) No 14( 9) 
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Yes No 
c) a newsletter once in a while to 

explain policies and what the 

sNoyeieetal Shy Wee heys — ahs din ergs em Ae has 84 (86) 16(14) 
d) more board initiated public 

LO GUMS teres tees sien ater ate eat eee eae 2s) Gey 6) 47 (39) 
Which of the answers following very good 14(19) 
would best describe your general satisfactory 62(74) 
Opinions about education in St. poor SHG 76) 
Paul? no opinion e0)) 
Do you think that the following 
issues are problems with which 
the schools in this community must 
deal? (Answer all). Yes No 
AMEN LIFd 1 COSae eet eaeette eee cia ae 78(81) 22 Eo) 
DMD LSC Lp Lin cameipencs crecae neler etme tae 54 Cli) GG23) 
COUPER CLEMUT GS! cect e corre trs 5 ie eeemerenie: SPC y 48(53) 
GymUO Dey ——arugSe twa ero ct te sath se or 84(81) 16(19) 
e) Teachers' lack of interest/ 

AD IeLtys ac tecersr ste taco niece's ites sani ereqercnene 66 (35) 44(65) 
£) Parents: lack of inmterest .<... 77 (84) 23°16) 
PymOCNOO. cadminit shire Gillon wre c 56C51) 44 (49) 
YOM CULE Tac UL Mae ote eenete cee neds ater ame en ere 55(63) 45(37) 
iymebUpl lsieeiecio or interest me... 79579") PBN day) 
MEV and a its my) owense are tere score are tent ce eres 65(40) 35(60) 
KjeDisrespect Lor “teachers Wi... . 73°C7 5) ZITG2E5s) 
iESCHOOL BOArd pOlLCLes. ....- a Be 62(65) BiG) 
m) Using new/up-to-date necnoda 50'C58)) 50(42) 
WyeWerayesno prob lets mae wtsesre tet Or. i) 64(79) 
in your opinion, in what ways are 
your schools particularly good? 

Mark your choice with an X. 

(Answer all). No 
AVIRLEACHCES cee cree a fst 6 siete ene tree 7-693) 29( 7) 
DD MCUL TIC UL Ui Waters eres s)he clele creer on sncnra 68 (68) B23) 
Ne POW eus il bg bi mie Ley aera ree turret erect bec Oe) ko G20) 
d) Up-to-date teaching methods 69(72) 31(28) 
e) Extra-curricular activities .. 69(49) 31(51) 
Pe omalle clases SAZeS 8s sone ss celcrstels 6225) 38 (75) 
g) Good administration .....-+.... 58 (68) W232) 
h) -Good student-teacher relation- 

SHA PS ctilse)s soe cle ele tw Sie sees ele sists svi Ae) 48 (30) 
i) Parents are interested/ 

participate ..s.00.. 6.256 Fee 40(17) 60(83) 
AJeDiscipline Mocekere 593:(40) 47 (60) 
k) Transportation are cen Siren ata roa 82(84) 18(16) 
1) Equal opportunity for all 76(68) 24 (32) 
m) Nothing good .......-. Beth opeesie ars TOUS) 73 (84) 
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9. Do you think too many educational 
changes are being tried, or not 


OR 
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14. 


enough? 


Some people feel that too much 
emphasis is placed in the high 
schools on preparing students 
for college and not enough 
emphasis on preparing students 
for occupations that do not 
require a college degree. Do 
you agree or disagree? 


Do you think that schools are 
preparing students well enough 
for life and employment? 


If you think schools are not 
preparing students well enough 
for life and employment, what 
improvements could be made? 


Too many 

Not enough 
About right 
Don't know 


Agree 
Disagree 
No opinion 


Yes 
No 
No opinion 


(Answer all). Yes No 
a) more emphasis on basic 

BUDE CES Mier here letecenc ht ce eterna chon te 74(79) 
DVMMOGeCE UGC pL tnep se crc se terete ene. « 61(72) 
c) relating school to employment 

eituapvions ~....6 este potaretencteberore 64(70) 
djymmores.vocattona WwecOUr Sie Siumccr. ons. 55(40) 
e) a greater variety of courses . 48 (37) 
f) allowing more freedom to stu- 

dents to develop initiative 46(48) 
g) greater use of television in 

schools for educational 

PLOW TA MSe eiatarcletiercls ts ss sists Gh hs poue2d) 
h) more visits to industry, 

museums, exchange visits, etc. Bsn balse)} 
i) part-time employment during 

school at the high school 

FLO Cutan Bee oe cc oe ns dace eae fo ole oust ansaeniwe 5668) 


How do you feel about discipline 


dn the schools? Is it too EO OmsG L Let 

strict wuote stract enough Mor Not strict enough 

just about right? Just about right 
Don't know 

If "not strict enough", can you 

tell me what you mean? In what 

way is discipline not strict € 

O 


enough? 


(Answer all). 


or. 
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181k) 
37 (60) 
16(14) 


47 (17) 
3550633) 
18(15) 


41(28) 


50 (60) 
9 (12) 
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39(28) 
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BETA 


a) Teachers lack authority 
b) Students have too much 
Ere ed.om Sika ate cis.) ba tyke ete 
c) Disrespect for teachers 
d) Rules are not enforced 
e) Dress code is too liberal 
f) Vandalism is not punished 
SCE LCG bye Enlou g hmiten tec. ceehs eters. « 
g) Parents are not interested in 
supporting school discipline 
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When some children do poorly in 
school, some people place the 
blame on the children, some on 
the children's home life, some on 
the school, and some on the tea- 
chers. Of course, all of these 
things share in the blame, but 
where would you place the chief 
blame? Choose one answer. 


Some students are not interested 
in school. Often they keep other 
students from working in school. 
What should be done in these 
cases? (Answer all). 


a) Special classes for all who 
are not interested 
b) Expel them 
c) Offer better/more interesting 
curriculum/teaching methods .. 
d) Special counselling 
e) Harsher discipline 
MeVocatlonalseraining 
g) Make their parents responsible 
h) Put in school for problem 
students 
i) Teacher should take more in- 
terest in such students 
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Do you think there should be a 
program of sex education in the 
schools? 


a) at the elementary level 


eeoeeee 


bomeatethesjunior hi gheleve Dea... 
c)rat) the senior high level 


Yes 
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Children 
Home life 
School 
Teachers 
No opinion 


Yes 


Yes 
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Do you think there should be a 
drug education program in the 
schools? 


Would you favour or oppose 
volunteer help in the schools to 
help teachers? 


Suppose the schools said they 
needed much more money. As you 
meek at this times swould=you wote 
BORLA Se ataxese tote Chins purpoge. 
or would you vote against raising 
taxes for this purpose? 


Would you like to see the students 
in schools given provincial or 
national tests so that their educ- 
ational achievement could be com- 
pared with students in other 
communities? 


Suppose your school board were 
forced to cut some school costs 
because there is not enough money. 
Indicate whether you agree or 
disagree with the following 
actions: 


a) reduce the number of teachers 
by increasing class sizes, 
say up to 30 students per class 
reduce the number of teachers 
by reducing the number of pro- 
grams such as music, drama, 
physical ,education, etc. 
c) cut out kindergarten 
d igreduce, janitorial yandsmain= 
tenance SeErvicCeS wecreeeessseee 
e) reduce the amount of supplies 
and materials the teachers use 
in the classroom 
f) reduce special programs such 
as counselling and special 
classes ....-. 
reduce the amount of prepara= 
tion time for teachers during 
school hours .... 
reduce the number of adminis- 
trative personnel 
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Yes 87(88) 
Favour 


Oppose 
No opinion 


Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Agree 
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32(49) 


Do C25) 


60(75) 


No 
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61(68) 
24 (16) 
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Disagree 
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47 (61) 


6c Gs i) 


44(75) 


40(25) 


noe eT Ys ; 


OY Ch aria 
hip a vol ney i. ae 
oe ivyy 4% 
AT o ag 
te hee) we 
: GSS o¢ 
iwepes Peeray 8 . 
Oi i tae ee 
ee ie hig Ten aeay 
qpieellot wf dare 
549655 eee i 
cha tiphs Op) peemmg ene, 
Dice O63 « 
Laon ao iv je Adee PR@’ pHSSVIMY 


sa 9 oe oe one 
a Dye 


Iwas rs 
a : 


Der 


24. 


Pisa ge 


Z6r 


2 ine 


28. 


i) reduce the amount of salary 
IinenNeas es Cb Gmteach ers a. rac 


j) reduce overlapping expenses by 
amalgamating school systems .. 
If finances and resources made it 


necessary that the number of pro- 
grams offered should be reduced, 
which should be eliminated or 


reduced? (Answer all). 
URI SV CME cele coe te ee eee ee ene 
Dm bamania cco ee te re cee ee ‘ 
cOmoMy st Caled ca tio re adeiee . pcker: 
d) industrial arts and home 

CC OMO MC Om emcee cee uarer- cre rirade SG 0065 
e) extra-curricular activities .. 
fev Os tong eecou ts 6 em ee ere 
Puma CAC eMC. SUD) CCitis mrs bees or ae 
h) commercial or business courses 
i) second language courses (other 

CAT MEE DS 191-5) mererowesee pcre ck ee eee 
P) eCOUnGe Ling servi GES pistes elersces 


Strong suggestions are being made 
that Department of Education 
Examinations at the Grade XII 
level be reinstated. How do you 
feel about this? 


Other suggestions are that Depart- 
ment of Education Grade IX exami- 
nations should be reinstated. 

How do you feel? 


There is an agreement between 
thevwlown of ot. Paul) and the 
School Boards to utilize each 
other's recreational facilities 
without charge. How do you feel 
about this? 


Should a day care centre continue 
tCowoperate in voc. sPawl/ 


In the last several years there 
has been considerable emphasis, 
both in time and effort, on Adult 
Education in St. Paul. By Adult 


Agree 
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Yes 
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Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Favour 
Oppose 
No opinion 


Yes 
No 
No opinion 
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Education we mean courses, offered 
to adults for High School credit, 
hobby courses, post-secondary 
school courses, skill or trade 
courses, and other short or long- 
term courses offered to adults. 
Future predictions are that there 
will be more money and resources 
directed towards Adult Education. 
Ineterms OL sthis. howsdo) yourmreec! 
about the following statements? 


a) more courses should be offered 
Lio ara CALE tS ever aves vues T ers tenet Seachem ns 
b) the School Boards should offer 
facilities free of charge for 
Aditi aC OUT SiC Sam te cree cet noveuces 
c) adults should pay greater tui- 
tion fees to offset the costs 
OEMUHES eC! COUTSES) ec crskere cheicisns sts 
d) the government should pay 
allowances to adults when they 
are taking these courses ..... 
e) some of the costs of these 
courses should be borne by 
ocd ert co Gon 


Comments re: statements above, if 


Kindergarten has functioned in St. 
Paul for several years. How do 
you feel about each of the follow- 
ing statements: 


a) Kindergarten should definitely 
continue 
b) attendance should be made 
compulsory 
c) more money and resources are 
necessary 
qd) auleteachers offs kindergarten 
should have a teaching 
Ger te MUCa tans cis orsis ore isiedeiel vince etc. 
e) if necessary, additional money 
shouldebeuraised ton kinder = 
garten through local taxation 
f) now kindergarten operates on a 
half-day basis; it should be 
extended to a full-day basis 
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Yes 


any: 


Yes 
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